
sports
Baseball goes blond
For the second year in a row, 
the varsity baseball players               
collectively dyed their hair 
platinum blond in a display 
of team unity. Check out their 
golden locks and motivations 
behind the switch in Sports.

See E23.
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the

news
Get to know the Silver 
Knight nominees 
Fifteen seniors devoted count-
less hours of their time to 
bettering their communities 
through sustained service proj-
ects. Find out what projects 
our nominees embarked on in 
the News section.

See A5.

features
Daniel Jaen: Chef, traveler, 
musician, student
For this issue’s Everyone Has 
a Story (EHAS) profile, senior 
Daniel Jaen, above, shared 
his passions and future plans. 
Jaen is an aspiring strength 
and conditioning coach with 
an interest in cooking, travel-
ing the world and making mu-
sic. Read his story in Features.

See C14.
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HERITAGE ENQUIRER  April Fools Day may have passed, 
but the jokes aren’t over yet. Turn to the centerspread to get the latest 
“news,” including an Illuminati presence on campus, a fight between senior 
social studies teachers Mr. Pedrone and Mr. Torres and Spanish teacher Mrs. 
Zaviezo covertly working as a secret agent. 

FRESHMAN MEETS POPE  Freshman    
Dianne Strauss made history when, during her first trip to Eu-
rope, she met Pope Francis at the Vatican in Rome and handed 
him a Torah. Read about Strauss’s once-in-a-lifetime experience 
in the Features section. Go to C12-C13.
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opinion 
Respect for the president: 
earned or inherent?
After several months under 
the administration of our 
45th president, students 
feel more divided over the 
leadership of our country 
than ever before. Debate has 
arisen as to whether respect 
for the leader of the free 
world is a right upon winning 
the election or an earned 
privilege. See both sides in 
our Opinion Faceoff.

See B7.

Go to E22.

Trash to treasure: Students create environmental art
Carrie Kuecks | Features Editor
pl194961@ahschool.com

Zihan Kabir | News Editor
pl210992@ahschool.com

Students taking French class-
es won dozens of top awards 
March 9-11 at the Congrès de 
la Culture Française en Floride 
(CCFF), an annual competition 
that brings together learners of 
the language from all over the 
state. Heritage took a team of 
28 students from various Upper 
School grades to participate.

Students performed in two 
plays, the first for those in level 
one and level two French class-
es and a longer, more complex 
one for higher level learners. 
The higher group performed 
“Rhinoceros,” a French play by 
Eugène Ionesco written as a 
satire of the early 20th century 
and the rise of fascism, Nazism          
and communism. 

The group also submitted a 
project and scrapbook, each of 
which took more than a month                  
to craft.

“Our project was about the 
French story,” junior Ryan Meth-
ot said. “We had a big poster 
board with 3-D models. We built 
an island in the middle with the 
Arc de Triomphe, a famous struc-
ture in Paris. Surrounding it were 

(Photo/Paul Sinclair)

(Photo/Florida Runners)

six islands, with bridges to con-
nect them to the center. On each 
island was a story, accompanied 
by pictures and models, about a 
few of the Francophone coun-
tries, such as Canada, Burkina 
Faso and Cameroon. Everything 
was handmade.”

The scrapbook consisted 
of stories and photos relating 
the theme of the competition, 
which was French fairy tales, to 
the students themselves.  

All four of the group events 
won first place, and the proj-
ect received a perfect score as 
well. Students had the option 
to participate in one of three 
individual events: poem recita-
tion, reading comprehension or                                
an interview.

“There are 30 topics to study. 
The day of the competition, we 
enter a room and pick two cards. 
Then, we choose which one we 
want to talk about. We go into 
another room where the judges 
are, give a little intro and talk 

about the subject,” Methot said. 
A group of three students, se-
nior Luca Alves and sophomores 
Juanita Castaneda and Elena 
Rjeily, represented the school 
in a trivia competition as well. 
There were 13 questions about 
France, Francophone countries, 
culture, food, famous people 
and types of dances. However, 
the team did not win.

“Even though the team was 
not victorious in the trivia 
match, we won first place in 
every other group activity, 
with a perfect score in the 
higher level play and the 
3-D model project. Next 
year, we plan on study-
ing early and becoming fa-
miliar with the information,”           
Methot said.

Once the competitions con-
cluded, the students were giv-
en free time until the dinner, 
hosted by the competition, 
and a dance. The awards cer-
emony took place Saturday. 

Heritage won second place 
overall in its size division, while 
dozens of students received 
individual recognition. Junior 
Ekabouna Joseph won not only 
first place for her individual 
event, but also the “Prix du Jury” 
award, or “Jury’s Pick,” which is 
given to only a few of the top 
ranking speeches each year.

“It was a fun 
e x p e r i e n c e ,”              

Methot said. 
“It al-

lowed me 
to meet 
a lot of 
d i f f e r e n t 
p e o p l e , 

i n c l u d i n g 
students at 

our school 
who I normally 
wouldn’t inter-
act with... We’re 
very excited 

to come back       
next year.”

SPEEDY SCHWARTZ Dual-sport junior Anthony 
Schwartz won a state championship in football this year and is 
looking to win more state championships in track. Read about 
Schwartz’s athletic journey, his accomplishments and his plans for 
the future in the Sports section.

For the third year in a row, 
Black, Gold and Green (BGG) 
hosted the Environmental 
Art Contest for students of                         
all grades. 

The art contest had six cat-
egories: photography, paint-
ing, drawing, sculpture, writing 
(such as prose or poetry) and 
recycled art. 

Students entered submis-
sions through March 16 and 
paid a $3 entry fee. Judging 
took place March 17 in the 
Black Box Theater.

The goal behind the art 
contest was to “bring about 
awareness to the beauty of the 

environment,” science teacher 
and BGG club adviser Mrs. Jen-
nifer Page said. 

“[The goal of the contest 
is also to] bring students into 
what we do [as a club] and to 
make then aware because they 
are the ones participating,” BGG 
vice president and junior Ruhi         
Mansey said.

Students were awarded three 
community service hours for 
participating in this event. Ad-
ditionally, students earned three 
extra credit points for a science 
or English class (with the excep-
tion of AP classes). 

In previous years, the Envi-
ronmental Art Contest was only 
for recycled art. The club was 

Go to C10.

French club competes at ‘congrès’
“There were people with           
different backgrounds from 
Angola, Brazil, Switzer-
land, Canada, France, 
Chile, Japan and all 
over. It was really cool 
to be a part of such a 
diverse group.” - junior 
Ryan Methot

FRENCH FINALISTS: Sabrina Obando, Juanita Castaneda, Brianna Dessa, Elena Rjelly, Sylvie Prepetit and Shelcia Lelis (left to right) celebrate their handmade 
project, which took over a month to complete and received a perfect score from the judges. (Photo/Ryan Methot) Below, French club president and senior Ana 
Escalante holds her first-place trophy with club adviser Dr. Celine Guillerm. (Photo/Shelcia Lelis)

(TELE)VISION OF BEAUTY: First place winner and senior Vanessa Pipitone created an art print out of 
recycled parts of an old TV, winning the $15 iTunes gift card prize. (Photo/Andrew Kolondra Jr.)

thrilled to open up the contest 
to Lower School students this 
year as well.

“I think it is exciting that 
this year we have expanded 
and opened [the contest] up to 

nature photography, painting, 
sculptures and more. 

“This opens the door for 
more students to have a dif-
ferent type of creativity,”  Mrs. 
Page said. 



Farewell
Senior Editors Say Goodbye

Lauren Ashley Quintela Lauren Kimberley Hutton

Amanda Laura Wasserman

Editors-in-Chief

Co-Assistant Editor
Surround yourself with the 

right people, and nothing else 
will matter. If I were to describe 
my experience in newspaper 
with one cliché, that would be it. 

My decision to join newspa-
per as a sophomore was spon-
taneous. I walked into 9114 with 
the intention of joining year-
book, but after a great deal of en-
couragement from my freshman 
English teacher, Mrs. Hurtado, I 
decided to join The  Patriot Post. 
We all dedicate a lot of time and 
effort to the things we love — 
what is it that makes newspaper 
different? The answer is simple: 
the people. 

The people in newspa-
per inspire you to do more, to 
push harder and to dream big-
ger. When you get into college, 
they send you videos of them           

screaming of happiness, even 
when they were rejected from 
their dream school. They collect 
clips of all your friends talking 
about you and compile them 
into a huge birthday video, 
which they send the moment 
the clock strikes 12. 

They respect your political 
opinions, even when they dis-
agree, and inspire you to priori-
tize meaningful discourse over 
the simple satisfaction of being 
right. They share in your belief 
that Steak and Shake is a five-
star restaurant that critics have 
simply overlooked, and will go 
there for milkshakes no matter 
the occasion. They ask you how 
your college interview or Model 
U.N. conference went and listen 
to your response attentively, be-
cause they’re not just interested 

in your  success — they’re invest-
ed in  your happiness. 

These are the types of people 
who I have been lucky enough to 
surround myself with in newspa-
per. It was not my trials and tribu-
lations but rather the fact that I 
endured these ups and downs 
as a member of the “The Patriot 
Post” that helped mold me into 
who I am today.

I want to thank a few people in 
particular who helped define my 
newspaper experience.  Ms. Ad-
ams, my admiration and respect 
for you is boundless. The sincere 
and loving people in newspaper 
are a direct reflection of the en-
vironment you foster in 9114. It 
is my deepest hope that I can one 
day inspire others in the way you 
have inspired me.

To Lauren H., Lauren Q., Con-
ner and Stella, thank you for 
teaching me what it means to be 
a friend and have a friend. Each 
of you impresses me with your 

authenticity and unwillingness 
to compromise your values 
for what is “cool,” a rare quality 
which I will always appreciate. 
To Alec, Zihan, Skylar and Kev-
in, we have spent a lot of time 
together at Model U.N. and in 
9114. Sharing the two activities 
that I love most with you all has 
been a very special experience, 
and I will miss our corner of the 
room. To Shruti, you deserve a 

special thank you for being the 
better half of #Shmandi and my 
best friend. Your kindness will 
get you farther in life than any-
one else in the Class of 2017 — 
never forget how special you are. 

To everyone else in 9114 
who has helped shaped my ex-
perience, I can’t wait to see the 
amazing things that you all ac-
complish as a staff. I miss you             
all already. 

(Photos submitted by Lauren Quintela )

I do not know how to say goodbye to 
something that has been my everything; 
it feels as if I am leaving myself empty. It 
is terrifying and heartbreaking, but I know 
it only hurts so much because I have been 
lucky enough to have had so much.

For four years, the chaos that is high 
school has been manageable because I 
could escape to The Patriot Post workroom. 

I could escape to cluttered walls, stacks 
of newspaper we poured our hearts into 
and somewhere I knew there would always 
be a place (and candy) for me. From an ir-
relevant Lit Mag freshman to the Co-Editor-
in-Chief of The Patriot Post, I have spent 
well over 1,000 hours in these four walls, 
and I have loved every one of them.

I didn’t know going in that the New York 
trips, heartfelt bus rides, Buddhist temples, 
awkward dances, hectic moments and un-
breakable friendships would make my life 
close to perfect. I didn’t know 9114 would 
contain three desks I would cry under, two 
tables I would fall off of and computers I 
would stare at for hours, desperately trying 
to create perfection (never successfully). I 
didn’t know The Patriot Post would be my 
world, but it has been a beautiful, stressful, 
life-changing world.

Talented staffers, I hope you managed 
to look past an often frazzled version of 
myself and see someone who genuinely 
wanted the best for you. I hope you are as 
proud of the paper as I am, because your 
dedication made it more than a success. 
Thank you for making me smile so often 
— take good care of  The Patriot Post and 
cherish the moments you have left here.

Shruti and Amanda, you have both 
given me the opposite of loneliness. From 
deep talks in hotel sheets and ridiculous 
FSPA Promposals to traumatic rooming 
situations and being pummeled with 
snowballs in Central Park, I am so lucky 
to have shared these years with you.

Lauren, my co-editor, my sweetheart 
bear, my light in the darkness, I could 
not have done any of this without 
you. We have stayed late making the 
smallest of edits, gone on “Sortal dates” 
where we pretended to be healthy by 
ordering “small” milkshakes, and spent 

I have always loved words because 
they allow us to convey the feelings that 
make us distinctly human. Yet words 
don’t seem to suffice in this case: how 
can they adequately capture the love I 
have for room 9114, the invaluable life 
experiences  I have gained and the sad-
ness I feel at no longer being an official 
member of  The Patriot Post staff? Words 
may not do my feelings justice, but I              
will try.

For the past two years, I have cried 
when the newspaper seniors read their 
farewells, aware that soon, I would be 
the one moving on to the next stage of 
my life. I know I will cry when I say good-
bye to this staff for the last time, and I 
know I will sob when I hug Ms. Adams on 
graduation day, but I am also incredibly 
grateful to have a reason to cry.

I first stepped foot in 9114 as a fresh-
man, absolutely certain that I wished to 
join the newspaper staff. It wasn’t long 
before I began doubting my abilities, 
yet I chose to join the staff regardless 
of my reservations. To say that was the 
best decision I have ever made would be 
an understatement. As a member of the 
newspaper staff, I undoubtedly grew as 
a writer and a leader, but more impor-
tantly, I gained a second family. 

As much as I am grateful for the self-
growth that has taken place in this room, 
I am equally grateful for the people I 
have met — people who humble me 
endlessly, fill my heart with happiness 
and remind me that there is so much 
hope for our future. In particular, 
I would like to thank my Co-
Editor-in-Chief Lauren Hutton 

and my adviser and second mother, 
Ms. Adams.

Lauren: You are beautiful, talented 
and dedicated. You are an incredible 
leader and one of the greatest people 
I have ever met. Were it not for you, I 
would have had countless meltdowns 
before deadline, but together, we ac-
complished so much. We did it, and I’m 
so proud of us. Thank you for being my 
friend. From our memories at FSPA to 
our deep, introspective conversations, 
we have shared so many wonderful 
moments together, and I am honored 
to know you. Continue using your tal-
ents to better the world, because you 
are the type of person this world needs.

Ms. Adams: I cannot adequately ex-
press how grateful I am for everything 
you have done for me and for this staff. 
People go their entire lives without 
meeting someone like you — someone 
who is kind, funny, selfless and loving, 
someone who treats her students like 
her own children. You are somebody 
I will never, ever forget. Thank you for 
teaching me about journalism and 
about the world. I love you dearly.

To my staff: Thank you for all your 
hard work. It has been my pleasure to 
work alongside all of you and get to 
know you. Continue using your voices 
and talents, sharing your opinions and 
advocating for positive change. Make 
The Post the best it can be, treat Ms. Ad-
ams like the absolute queen she is and 
savor every moment on staff. 

I’m excited for the next stage of my 
life, but if I could remain part 

of this staff forever, I 
l i k e l y would. I 

am a firm 
b e l i e v e r 
that we 
are a re-
f l e c t i o n 
of all the 

people we 
have come to 

know and love, 
so I am so fortunate 

that this staff will be a 
part of me forever. 

 

an unreasonable amount of time nap-
ping together. You are the most beauti-
ful person I know, and I trust you with 
everything (It sounds like I’m in love 
with you — I am). From the ordeals of 
an overflowing toilet we lovingly named 
“Blaire,” to the awkward relatable mess 
that is Ann, to photoshoots and “shaving 
parties,” thank you for every moment by 
my side and all the ones to come. 

Ms. Adams, the greatest woman I 
have ever known, I am truly in awe of 
you. You are hardworking, talented, hu-
morous, beautiful, intelligent and com-
passionate — everything I hope to be. In 
journalism you were a mentor. In literary 
magazine you were a friend. In creative 
writing you were a listener. 

In newspaper you were a confidant. 
And now, you are simply a mother. You 
have seen my best and worst moments, 
and (I’m pretty sure) you still like me; 
I love you endlessly for that. This is not 
goodbye, because you won’t escape my 
extravagant cards, spontaneous celebra-
tions or overbearing selfies, but it is still 
tragic to know I won’t spend hours with 
you each day. Please know that every 
hour has been happy, and I have learned 
so much.

For so long, The Post has been my 
happiness. It is time for me to grow up 
and move away, but rest assured, this 
will always be home.  Farewell, 9114.

(Photo/Grace King)
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As the year ends, the goodbyes begin.  Below, our senior editors say farewell to high school journalism.
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News
FBLA competes at state tournament 

Students are getting a head 
start and entering the “shark 
tank” to develop business ideas 
and ventures in a competitive 
atmosphere. Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) is an 
American career-oriented busi-
ness club, where students learn 
the world of business in a real-
life setting. 

Senior Simrun Lakhani, the 
president of the FBLA club, had 
been preparing the team for the 
March 23-25 competition. 

Taking place in Orlando, 
FBLA states gave students the 
opportunity to compete with 
one another in a variety of busi-
ness-oriented competitions, 
ranging from giving speeches 
to taking tests.

 The club took 31 students to 
compete in all types of business 
events ranging from accounting 
to business law and economics. 
At the competition, students 
took a 60 minute written tet on 
their chosen business subject. 
After passing through the first 
round, students then went on 
to a round of oral case studies. 
The team won seven awards in 
varying subjects.

Before the team qualified 
for states, they first had to go 
through county rounds. In or-
der to effectively move through 
each round, students prac-
tice at their bi-weekly Monday 
meetings by taking a variety of          
practice tests.

When students need help 
in developing their business 
plans or have any specific ques-
tions, they turn to the club’s 
adviser Mr. Marc Shaw, is the                           
Admissions Director. 

Skylar Britton | Opinion Editor
pl215352@ahschool.com

“Mr. Shaw studied business 
in school so every time we need 
help with any business related 
questions, we can turn to him. 
For example, while we are prep-
ping for states, if anyone has a 
question on a specific topic he, 
is always ready to answer. He 
also oversees all of the school 

store operations,” Lakhani said. 
Not only did the team compete 
in their specified categories, 
but they had a team dinner at 
Texas de Brazil. They also played 
mini golf, played basketball and 
swam in the pool to relax be-
tween preliminary rounds and 
final rounds. The team also went 

to Islands of Adventure at Uni-
versal Studios March 25 to ride 
the mighty Hulk and get soaked 
on the Popeye ride.

The team looks forward to at-
tending FBLA Nationals in Ana-
heim, Calif. late June.

A full list of  awards can be 
found above.

BUSINESS IS BOOMING: Several months after sweeping the district level event, the FBLA team took home seven awards at the state event in Orlando. 
Those who qualified to the national tournament will travel to Anaheim, Calif. late June to compete in the largest FBLA event of the year.
(Photo/Marian Mirchandani)

Engineering Showcase
Engineering Design and 

Development students dis-
played their year-long proj-
ects in the library the last week 
of March. The assignment re-
quired students, grouped in 
threes, to invent a solution to 
a problem in the world. Past 
projects have included an in-
vention for cooler turf and an 
apparatus to help the blind. 

Honor Society Inductions
Students and parents gath-

ered in the auditorium March 
7 to celebrate student induc-
tions to honor societies. Upon 
completing the necessary re-
quirements to join an honor 
society, students lined the 
staircases to walk across the 
stage and receive their certifi-
cate of acceptance to one or 
more of the 11 honor societies 
offered at Heritage. The societ-
ies ranged from the National 
English Honor Society to the 
mathematics honor society, 
Mu Alpha Theta. 

Chemistry Olympiad
Thirty AP Chemistry stu-

dents gathered in chem-
istry teacher Mrs. Dawn 
Gregor’s classroom March 
3 to compete in the annual                                     
Chemistry Olympiad. The 
exam required students to 
answer 60 chemistry prob-
lems in 110 minutes. Only the 
top 10 scoring students from 
Monroe, Miami-Dade, Bro-
ward and Palm Beach coun-
ties will move on in the com-
petition to participate in an 
all-day exam April 22 at Nova                                                                
Southeastern University. 

National Spanish Exam
Honors and AP Spanish 

III - VI students took the an-
nual National Spanish Exam 
March 8 -10 in the 4500                             
building labs. The exam con-
sisted of reading, vocabulary, 
listening and grammar sec-
tions and began at 7:45 a.m., 
spanning first and second pe-
riod. More than 120 students 
competed in the competition 
for the chance to be nation-
ally recognized and win study-                                               
abroad scholarships. 

Kickball Tournament
More than 40 students at-

tended the MPS SuperHero 
Foundation sponsored kick-
ball tournament, which raised 
funds for Hunter Syndrome 
patients, in support of Mrs. 
Jennifer Estevez’s son Sebas-
tian, who suffers from the         
rare disease. The tournament 
took place April 1 at Brian 
Piccolo Park in Hollywood. 
Participants either signed up 
for the event individually or                        
in groups. 

Save the Date
At Chipotle March 17, 50 

percent of all proceeds or-
dered by Heritage student will 
be donated to Project Alive  for 
Ms. Estevez’s son, Sebastian.

News Brief

Environment club travels to ‘sea’ turtles
For members of Heritage’s 

environmental clubs, Black, 
Gold and Green (BGG) and Ma-
rine Biology, Saturday mornings 
are not an opportunity to sleep 
in but rather a chance to make 
our beaches a better place. 
Club members participated in a 
March 18 tour of the Loggerhead 
Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, 
an environmental center lo-
cated one hour from Plantation.

In addition to learning more 
about the center’s conserva-
tion and preservation initiatives, 
students visited the turtle hos-
pital and saw the inside of the 
tank enclosures. The group’s 
tour guide even shared per-
sonal background stories for 
each turtle, elaborating upon 
how the animals ended up in 
the center. The students saw 
the turtle hospital in action 
as the staff worked to help a 
turtle with an large neck gash.

Mrs. Connie Versteeg, club ad-
viser, said the tour exposed stu-
dents to “hands-on, informative 
exhibits, which included a vari-
ety of native salt  water   aquaria 

and a replica of the Archelon, 
the largest turtle to ever live.”

Marine Biology and BGG 
have visited the John Pen-
nekamp Coral Reef State Park, 
but had not visited the Logger-
head Center prior to this trip. 

While the event was ini-
tially planned for Jan. 14, 
club leadership struggled 
to find enough students to 

hire a bus and decided to                                                                                    
reschedule the event for spring. 
Students traveled to the cen-
ter via bus and paid $20 for the 
tour, transportation and lunch.

“As a club, it’s our overall 
goal to educate people about 
the jeopardy the oceans are in, 
and this trip definitely helped 
us accomplish that,” Marine Biol-
ogy president and junior Sophia 

Donskoi said. BGG president 
and junior Andrew Kolondra Jr. 
is also happy about the event’s 
success and is looking ahead to 
the remainder of BGG and Ma-
rine Biology’s spring schedule.

“It was a fun trip, and we 
had a good group. Everybody 
is looking forward to our [up-
coming] snorkeling trip,” he said. 

Sophomore Robert Gillespie - Second place, Introduction to Business Procedures
Junior Christie Kang - Second place, Business Communications 

Seniors Simrun Lakhani, Kimberly Haft and Jonah Platovsky - Second place, Sports Management and Entertaining 
Juniors David Min, Min-Kyu Kim and Harrison Arnberg - First place, Banking and Financial Systems

Senior Kevin Pollack and juniors Zachary Spicer and Zihan Kabir - Second place, Management and Decision Making 
Sophomores Mark Kava and Alex Becker- Fifth place, Marketing

Seniors Amanda Wasserman, Lorenzo Lamo and Snow Kang- Fifth place, Emerging Business Issues

Awards

Amanda Wasserman | Co-Assistant Editor
pl221301@ahschool.com

TURTLE TOUR: Junior Andrew Kolondra Jr., freshman Jackie Lovegren and eighth grader Sammy Rosenthal watch as Waffle the loggerhead sea turtle 
swims around in his enclosure. The tour guide explained that Waffle is being treated for a skin disease and will be released back into the wild after rehabili-
tation. (Photo/Connie Versteeg)
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News

Democrats seek party 
unity to defeat GOP
Recently, the race for Chair 

of the Democratic National 
Committee, a top post respon-
sible for organizing much of 
the Democratic Party’s agen-
da and strategy, concluded 
as former Labor Secretary 
Tom Perez was elected over                                                                     
Representative Keith Ellison. 

Both candidates had sup-
port across the ideological 
spectrum of the party but 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ endorse-
ment of Ellison led many of 
the Sanders supporters to 
back Ellison, and Perez’s sub-
sequent win has led to some 
arguing within the party. 

Despite Ellison’s appoint-
ment to Deputy Chair at 
Perez’s insistence, some of 
Ellison’s supporters have             
been alienated.  

Many of these supporters 
have been strong critics of 
the DNC since the DNC leaks 
scandal last year that led for-
mer Chair Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz to resign amid alle-
gations that she tipped the 
scales during the primaries 
toward Hillary Clinton. 

Along with the “Justice 
Democrats” movement that 
seeks to unseat certain con-
gresspeople, they stand op-
posed to the party apparatus. 

The DNC needs serious 
reform of their strategies and 
funding allocation to races 
after governmental position 
losses since the 2010 election. 

The Democrats are at their 
lowest point since 1920 in the 
House of Representatives, the 
Senate, the state legislatures 
and the governorships. 

In order to fight back, the 
Democrats need to unite be-
hind one leadership and work 
to improve party apparatus. 

This means that, de-
spite ideological differences 
among party members, Dem-
ocrats must work together 
on strategy not only for 2018 
midterms, but also for 2017 
elections, such as the various 
special elections for Congress 
and the Virginia and New Jer-
sey gubernatorial elections. 

In truth, Ellison and Per-
ez held very similar views 
in terms of organizational 
strategy, both favoring the 
50-state strategy that helped 
Democrats win big in 2006 
and 2008 and a drastic reform 
of the DNC. 

Their goal should be to 
rally their supporters and 
unify the party — regard-
less of 2016 primary support 
— behind the goal of beat-
ing the Republicans in the                      
coming elections. 

Seniors bid farewell to Model UN
pl219711@ahschool.com
Shruti Chandra | Staff Writer

Asa’s Analysis
BY ASA ZARETSKY

About 5,000 high school 
delegates flock to New York 
City every year for the biggest 
conference of the year, the 
National High School Model 
United Nations Conference 
(NHSMUN). This conference is 
considered critical for secur-
ing a title as a Top 25 team as 
ranked by the private organiza-
tion, Best Delegate, and earn-
ing individual awards as well.

The Model UN team garnered 
the “Award of Excellence” at NHS-
MUN, which is the equivalent 
of a second-place team award. 

“We were really close to get-
ting the Award of Distinction, 
and I’m kind of surprised that 
we didn’t get it, just because 
we did really well, but I think 
next year they’ll be able to get 
it,” senior Amanda Wasserman, 
president of Model UN, said.

In the awards committees, 
the delegation of Russia in the 
UN Security Council, repre-
sented by Amanda Wasserman 
and Alec Chao, and the Minis-
ter of Justice in a crisis commit-
tee, represented by sophomore 
Thomas Lovegren, garnered 
an Award of Distinction (equiv-
alent to Best Delegate). 

The delegation of Jordan in 
the League of Arab States, repre-
sented by juniors Harrison Arn-
berg and Min-Kyu Kim, garnered 
an Award of Merit (equivalent to 
Honorable Mention). Only five 
or six committees actually pres-
ent awards; the top delegates 
from all other committees had 

the opportunity to speak about 
their committee at the Hilton 
Ballroom. Ten Heritage dele-
gates were selected to represent 
their respective committees. 

Among them was sopho-
more Isabella Sharifi. “I am very 
happy with how committee 
went. I was able to lead a large 
bloc with my partner, Alec Stud-
nik, and we ended up being 
selected to speak at the Hilton 
Ballroom to represent our com-
mittee. Only two delegations 
got picked per committee out 
of about 140 delegations, so it 
was a huge honor,” Sharifi said.

The conference itself is one 
of the longest conferences in 
terms of committee sessions. 

Wasserman was in a special-
ized committee, so in addition 
to almost 15 hours of commit-
tee sessions over the course of 
three days, she and her part-
ner, junior Alec Chao, were 
called in for a “midnight crisis” 
from 12:30 a.m. to 5:30 a.m.

“The Chad army was doing 
military exercises in the North-
ern Central African Republic and 
the President was incensed by 
it so we essentially had to write 
directives as to what would 
solve the crisis,” Wasserman said.

NHSMUN marks the end of 
the seniors’ journey through high 
school Model UN. The last con-
ference of the year is the Miami 
International Conference for the 

Simulation of the    United  Na-
tions (MICSUN), in which senior 
delegates do not participate and 
allow the executive board for 
next year to run everything from 
rosters to the meetings in order 
to prepare them for next year.

“The conference it-
self is just very sentimental 
and very, very sad because 
we’re all very connected to 
the team,” Wasserman said. 

The conference ended with 
a team meeting where all of 
the senior members of the 
executive board addressed 
the team, thanked them for 
their experience these past 
years and celebrated their                                                               
final hurrah with Model UN.

A MORE PERFECT UNION: The entire Model UN team celebrates its Award of Excellence and individual accolades at a debriefing following closing ceremo-
nies at NHSMUN. Fourteen delegates received honors. (Photo/Alec Chao)

Students see through eyes of immigrants
pl215051@ahschool.com
Angela Lin | Entertainment Editor

Seventh graders got first-
hand experience of how Amer-
ica became a “cultural melting 
pot” by dressing up in histori-
cally accurate costumes and 
immigrating to Ellis Island. 

Immigration Day took 
place March 10 and gave 
students an insight into the 
hardships immigrants over-
came during the early 1900s. 

Prior to the event, students 
filled out a series of documents 
that required them to choose 
their family, make up a name and 
make up where they came from.

Their journey began at 
the football field bleachers, 
their “homeland,” where they 
anxiously waited for their 
names to be called. After be-
ing chosen, students boarded 
a bus and were transport-
ed to the gym, “Ellis Island.” 

Once the students ar-
rived at “Ellis Island,” they were 
greeted by parent volunteers 
at a welcome table, where 
they were asked a few vague 
questions about their family. 

To offer a more authentic ex-
perience, the volunteers at Ellis 
Island spoke in a different lan-
guage, trying to show students 
what it was like for immigrants 

going into a foreign country. 
The students proceeded to 

go through a series of inspec-
tions: passport and medical 
checks before being cleared.

During medical checks, 
students were sometimes 
quarantined and deported 
back to their country, making 
them go through the inspec-
tion process all over again.

After being cleared, each 
family was assigned to dif-
ferent classrooms to work. 

These classes could be any 
grade level and required the 
students to perform tedious 
tasks, such as cleaning desks 
and sorting files, simulating the 
hard work immigrants had to do.

Their hard work was re-
warded with a buffet lunch 
of different ethnic foods. 

Afterwards, a scaven-
ger hunt ensued; the stu-
dents raced around cam-
pus solving 14 riddles which 
lead them to the next area. 

The family who finished 
first won a $10 gift card 
to Cold Stone Creamery. 

“I got to experience what 
it was like for an immigrant 
in 1910. The immigrant pro-
cessing and working in class-
rooms was really realistic,”                                                          
seventh grader Soha Bhutta said.

TOP: Seventh grader Macey Aven receives a medical exam prior to being admitted as an immigrant. 
Student immigrants were required to receive a physical to be able to enter the school; those who 
had medical concerns were quarantined. BOTTOM: Student immigrants wait to have their documents 
checked prior to entering the school. (Photos/Angela Lin)
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Accolades

The Silver Knights

Compiled by Amber Bhutta and Andrew Kolondra Jr. (Graphics/Andrew Kolondra Jr.) (Photos/Weston Photography)

Athletics
Weiqiang “Bobby” Sun

Mathematics
Jackson Blitz

Business
Yash Daftary

General Scholarship
Suganth Kannan

English & Literature
Elizabeth Shin

Journalism 
Elysa Goldberg

Digital & Interactive Media
Lexie Chong

Vocational Technical
Kaitlyn Arlotta

Speech 
Snow Kang

Social Science
Chelsea Sinclair

Drama
Valen-Marie Santos

Art
Jaime Ostrow

Music & Dance
Zara Joykutty

World Languages
Trevor Weinstein

Science
Sumera Subzwari

Jaime Ostrow dedicated her time to com-
munity service as president and founder of the 
club Daniella’s Journey at AHS and as a volun-
teer and Donations Coordinator of the Youth Advisory Council 
at Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital (JDCH). “I have been vol-
unteering at the hospital since I was a little girl,” she said. “My 
mom works there, so it was natural for me to volunteer with 
her.” Ostrow also brought her work at JDCH to school, amass-
ing more than 800 service hours in the process. Despite two re-
jections, she persevered in starting Daniella’s Journey, allowing 
AHS students to volunteer at JDCH without going through the 
arduous application process. “Volunteering is very important to 
me, and JDCH has become a second home,” Ostrow said.

Weiqiang “Bobby” Sun went from knowing 
nothing about community service to earning a 
Silver Knight nomination and finding a passion for 
teaching others. His service began with teaching homeless chil-
dren to play recorders. “When I first walked into the shelter...I 
thought I was merely fulfilling a graduation requirement,” Sun 
said. “[Instead,] I found the experience extremely rewarding.” Af-
ter realizing he enjoyed community service, Sun began working 
with The World Youth Value Society to educate underprivileged 
children in rural China. He became a student leader of the proj-
ect, and, in addition to teaching children basic academics, Sun 
helped coordinate other volunteers. “When I see joy on children’s 
faces when I teach them knowledge that they might never know, I 
am proud,” Sun said. He hopes to continue volunteering with this 
organization and teaching children in the future.

President of the Future Business Leaders of 
America club at AHS, Yash Daftary is already an 
accomplished entrepreneur. He is the CEO of 
his self-founded company Hercules Protein Gum, the co-found-
er of RentAll and a founder of the Light a Home initiative to 
bring clean and affordable lighting to rural people in India. His 
Silver Knight project, a program started at both his old school 
and Heritage, is an MIT-sponsored entrepreneurship program 
known as MIT Launch in which students learn how to start their 
own companies. Daftary earned more than 250 hours working 
on bringing this program to the two schools. “My dream is to 
push the world forward in unimaginable ways through creative 
entrepreneurship,” Daftary said. “I want to empower people.”

As a Lead Volunteer at the Young At Art Mu-
seum (YAA), Lexie Chong went beyond her re-
sponsibility of coordinating volunteer activities 
and keeping track of service hours, earning a Silver Knight nomi-
nation. “I came up with the idea for a digital sign-up sheet to avoid 
losing documents of volunteers’ service hours,” she said. “I also 
evolved [Volunteer Appreciation] parties into something memo-
rable and exciting, but also affordable and thoughtful.” Chong 
spent a total of 720 hours on YAA projects, contacting businesses 
for donations and improving the volunteer sign-in website. “This 
was…a new challenge for me to take, and it seemed like an op-
portunity to share my passion [with] more people,” she said.

Inspired by a childhood of attending its pro-
ductions, Valen-Marie Santos volunteered much 
of her time at the Inside Out Theatre Company, 
gaining her a Silver Knight nomination. Santos assisted students 
ages 9-13 in brainstorming, writing and producing plays that 
the students would then put on. “Creating art with children has 
been one of the most rewarding experiences,” she said. “Kids 
aren’t embarrassed by their ideas or afraid to speak about the 
things they love,” she said. Through this experience, Santos 
gained self-confidence and more than 700 service hours, all 
while practicing something she enjoys. “The theater arts have 
shaped who I am as a person...and have given me an incredible 
sense of hope in and appreciation for humanity,” Santos said. 

When longtime musician Zara Joykutty trav-
eled to Jordan a few years ago, she wanted to 
find a fun way to distract the local Syrian children 
from the daily horrors of living in refugee camps while their par-
ents hunted for jobs. With assistance from the Family Guidance and 
Awareness Center, she started a music, art and science camp for 
these children. She raised over $4,000 through the AHS Multicul-
tural Club over the last four years and has hosted the camp multiple 
times. “Music gives me a place to expand on my creativity, and I 
wanted to help the kids get to that place, too,” Joykutty said. She 
earned about 400 service hours for her work. “[The Syrian refugee 
crisis] is a really relevant problem. I always ask colleges how I can 
continue this project in college through their student organizations.”

In addition to being the salutatorian of the Class of 2017, 
Jackson Blitz was nominated for a Silver Knight in mathematics. 
A member of Mu Alpha Theta since freshman year, Blitz tutored 
students in math.  “I am grateful that my work is recognized and 
hope people look to me and see that community service is im-
portant,” he said. After this experience, Blitz hopes to continue 
teaching others by becoming a professor in mathematics at a uni-
versity while also conducting mathematics research.

Heavily involved robotics and engineering 
student Kaitlyn Arlotta loves how engineer-
ing has allowed her to answer the quintessential 
questions of why and how things work. She has played a role in 
all five divisions of the FIRST Robotics team and is a prominent 
member of the GEMS club on campus. Though her Silver Knight 
project does not have a focus in the field of Vocational-Technical, 
she has still made a huge difference through her project of col-
lecting clothes and personal hygiene kits for people in Haiti and 
a local homeless shelter. She has earned more than 600 service 
hours through this work. “I am passionate about my service proj-
ect and believe I have truly made a difference,” Arlotta said.

Instead of completing one large project, 
Trevor Weinstein, who speaks English, Span-
ish and Hebrew and is studying Arabic and Yid-
dish, earned more than 1,000 service hours working with vari-
ous cultural organizations related to his Jewish heritage. He’s 
worked with the kosher food bank Craig’s Pantry, the Jewish 
Federation of Broward and Miami, David Posnack JCC, Chai 
Lifeline (a Make-a-Wish type organization), Friends of the Is-
raeli Defense Forces, local synagogues and Jewish programs 
in Israel and New York. “I put a lot of time and effort into my 
projects; I just do [volunteer work] because I enjoy doing it,” 
Weinstein said. “If you want to get ahead in life, you have to be 
able to speak another language.”

Serving as both the Centerspread Editor of 
“The Patriot Post” and the Crew Chief of WAHS 
News, Elysa Goldberg has immersed herself 
in the journalism experience at Heritage. For nine weeks over 
the summer of 2016, Goldberg worked as the head counselor 
at AHS Video Production Camp. She spent almost eight hours a 
day teaching campers ages 10-13 to write news stories, create 
and edit films and produce a weekly 15-minute news show. She 
earned more than half of her service hours solely from her work 
in journalism. “Journalism is my whole world,” Goldberg said. 
“Some of the kids I taught were so interested in journalism that 
they signed up for classes themselves. It’s so cool that I was able 
to inspire them.”

Nothing is going to stop Snow Kang from 
achieving her goal. She has dedicated more 
than 1,000 hours to her Silver Knight project 
– building a reformed prison education platform and pitching it 
to dozens of companies, with the end goal of a lowered recidi-
vism rate (recidivism is the likelihood of a convicted criminal to 
re-offend). Kang has “statistics burnt into [her] memory and a 
pitch ready at all times,” and believes that her project ultimately 
benefits everyone. “Reducing the national recidivism rate by 
even half a percent would save American taxpayers millions of 
dollars each year, not to mention the thousands of lives impact-
ed directly,” Kang said. Speech allows her to bring attention to 
issues important to her, and for that she will forever value it.

Though she amasses service hours through 
a variety of projects, Sumera Subzwari earned 
her nomination in science through her roles in 
the Pre-Medical Society: Director of the Arts and Chair of the 
Gala Committee her junior year and co-president her senior 
year. “I’ve wanted to become a cardiac surgeon since I was six,” 
she said. “Medicine is where I believe my heart is.” One of her 
Pre-Med activities involved fundraising for the Pediatric On-
cology unit at the Salah Foundation Children’s Hospital to help 
provide a better experience for the cancer-afflicted children in 
the unit. “I fell in love with the activities that we did for the kids 
– not just because they were fun, but also because of the incred-
ible impact they had on the patients,” Subzwari said. 

Though published poet Elizabeth Shin’s Sil-
ver Knight project was not directly related to 
the field of English, she has worked diligently 
with the English Honor Society and Letters for Better, earning 
her more than 100 service hours in this field. Her project, a non-
profit organization called Loafing Around Town (LaT), has earned 
her more than 400 service hours donating food to charities. Three 
times a week, the organization, of which she is the founder and 
president, picks up unsold food from sponsor companies such as 
Panera Bread and brings it to distributors such as the Salvation 
Army. “I am proud to say that I have taken measures to make LaT 
a self-sustainable organization for after I graduate,” Shin said. “It’s 
not about helping yourself; it’s about helping others.”

Suganth Kannan earned a Silver Knight nomination for Gen-
eral Scholarship for his volunteer work with HAPPI Farm, a non-
profit that seeks to improve the lives of others through interac-
tion with animals, and the Global STEM Alliance, an organization 
that connects students interested in STEM with each other and 
with STEM professionals around the world. “As a leader in the 
Global STEM alliance, I understand that the opportunities in the 
United States far surpass those available in developing countries,” 
Kannan said. “Due to this lesson, I now maximize the time and 
energy I invest into all the opportunities that come my way.”

Chelsea Sinclair earned her nomination 
through her project iJamaica, which aimed to 
provide underprivileged schools in Jamaica with 
electronic devices. She spent nearly two years fundraising: “I 
raised the money to collect and donate 34 fully equipped comput-
ers, two laptops, and two printers to four different public schools 
in the parish of St. Elizabeth in rural Jamaica, which is where 
my family’s from,” Sinclair said. Sinclair understood firsthand that 
something as commonplace as a computer in the United States 
was a novelty to some of her friends and family living there. She 
eventually traveled to Jamaica to assist in installing the equipment 
and ensure everything worked. “I felt that the best way to leave an 
impact on the world was to give back to somewhere close to my 
heart,” she said. “So I decided to give back to the parish where my 
parents were raised.”

This year, 15 community-minded seniors were nominated for the 
Miami Herald Silver Knight Awards, one of the most prestigious 
awards in the state. Through their countless hours dedicated to serv-
ing others, these seniors truly made a difference, both in their com-
munities, volunteering at places such as children’s hospitals and food 
banks, and in the world, reaching as far as Jordan, China and India.
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EDITORIALS & OPINIONS

The ‘Times’ is not fake news
Reporters dressed in bag-

gy suits, sporting over-gelled 
hair and cigarette smoke,  run 
around the newsroom hustling 
for the story, the true story. 

176 years later, the scene may 
have changed, but not the pur-
pose. “The New York Times” has 
become a reputable source read 
by millions of people across the 
globe; its reporters still seeking 
truthful stories worth sharing 
with the American population. 

Numerous writers have 
taken home Nobel Peace 
Prizes for their investigative 
reporting in conflict zones 
and of scientific discoveries. 

Not only does “The New 
York Times” exist as a world 
news outlet, but it has also ex-
panded into producing highly 
acclaimed documentaries and 
Virtual Reality programming. 
With all the efforts and suc-
cesses “The New York Times” has 
experienced, countless people 
appreciate the journalism the 
paper brings to the public eye. 

President Donald Trump, 
however, does not see the posi-
tive effects “The New York Times” 
brings into this world. Instead, 
he sees “The New York Times” 
as an outlet for “fake news.”

Publications of different po-
litical backgrounds should not 
be discredited just because 
we do not agree with them. 
In fact, it is beneficial to the 

American population to read 
opposing sides of an argument.

President Trump spoke at 
the Conservative Political Ac-
tion Conference criticizing “fake 
news” organizations that “pub-
lish anonymously sourced re-
ports that reflect poorly on” him. 
After the speech, he took to Twit-
ter, otherwise known as his per-
sonal diary, and stated that the 
FBI is a dangerous agency with 
workers who disclose classified 
information to journalists and 
demanded a hunt for leakers.

After his speech, White 
House press secretary Sean 
Spicer barred journalists from 
“The New York Times,” “LA 
Times,” CNN and other leftist 
news outlets from attending his 
daily briefing. This has created 
a “breach of relations” with the 
White House and its press corps.

A day later, Trump tweeted, 
“FAKE NEWS media know-
ingly doesn’t tell the truth. A 
great danger to our country.”

Trump consistently uses 
his executive power to at-
tempt to bar people and media 
from announcing any nega-
tive concerns about Trump. 

He discredits two of the 
most acclaimed news outlets, 
“The New York Times” and CNN, 
as producing fake news be-
cause these news outlets dis-
agree with his political stance. 

He deems these outlets un-
trustworthy and “dangerous to 
the American people” because 

they refute numerous actions 
Trump’s administration creates 
rather than simply dismissing 
them. The “Times” allows their 
Opinion and Editorials sec-
tion to express their disagree-
ments with Trump, as all news-
papers are permitted to do.

“It doesn’t represent the 
people. It doesn’t and never will 
represent the people, and we’re 
going to do something about it,” 
Trump said to a crowd of conser-
vatives in the main ballroom at 
the Gaylord National Resort and 
C o n v e n -
tion Center 
just south of 
Washington.

This is Trump’s 
biggest flaw. He as-
sumes the American 
people wholeheartedly 
disagree with the content 
in “The Times” and other 
liberal publications; mean-
while according to CNBC, 
“The New York Times’” subscrip-
tion ratings after Trump’s win 
increased by 132,000 subscrib-
ers. After Trump’s inau-
guration, “The New York 
T i m e s” s a w 

276,000 
new digi-
tal news sub-
scriptions in the 
fourth quarter, which is the 

Skylar Britton | Opinion Editor
pl215352@ahschool.com

There are many valuable 
ways to spend your time in high 
school: volunteering, work-
ing or simply spending time 
with friends. However, some-
thing I have dedicated count-
less hours to these past four 
years which has truly ben-
efitted me as an indi-
vidual is traveling alone. 

Traveling in general 
is often an eye-opening 

and worthwhile ex-
perience, but 

stepping far, 
far out of 

your 
c o m -

f o r t 
zone and 
b r a v i n g 
the world 

a l o n e 
will teach 

you an in-
finite num-

ber of life skills, and 
there’s no better time to do it.

Often, when you travel with 
parents or on school trips, you 
voyage through airports and 
foreign cities completely un-
aware of your surroundings. 

With others to lead you, 
there is no need to 
p a y at tent ion 

to signs or 
actively note where you 
are and where you need to go. 

This sort of mindless travel 
doesn’t give you the full ex-
perience, and it doesn’t teach 
you the skills necessary to in-
dependent life in the future. 

When put in extreme or 
stressful situations while trav-
eling alone, you learn to trust 
your instincts and gauge a 
better understanding of your 
strengths and weaknesses. 

If you have never been 
forced to navigate a foreign city 
alone, you might be surprised 
how difficult it can be. In Lon-
don, for instance, street names 
appear almost hidden on the 
side of buildings, and in Wash-
ington, D.C., the streets stray 
from the familiar grid system. 

There’s a learning curve to 
situating yourself somewhere 
new, and being forced to do it 

Lauren Hutton | Co-Editor-in-Chief

Solo travel builds independence and social skills
yourself can be hugely stress-
ful (but also hugely rewarding).

With no one to turn to, you 
might surprise yourself by how 
resourceful you can be, whether 
that involves picking strate-
gic wifi spots to eat at, 
planning 

y o u r 
d a y s 
w e l l 
o r 

efficiently budgeting your 
trip. There is a certain thrill 
to the first time you figure 
out the Metro system or the 
first time you look down at 
your map and it makes sense. 

The confidence and skills 
you gain when traveling alone 
cannot be matched, and they 
stay with you long after you 
make it safely home. If safety is 
a concern for you, you can al-
ways start by traveling nearby 
or somewhere that speaks your 
native language and build up 
to more foreign experiences.

Traveling alone is guaran-
teed to do one thing: make 
you uncomfortable. When you 
are unsure of your surround-
ings, do not speak the lan-
guage or do not know what 
to do, it is typically unsettling. 

best quar-
ter for the 
“ T i m e s ” 
s i n c e 
2 0 1 1 . 
On the 
p r i n t 
side, The 
“ Times” 
a d d e d 
2 5 , 0 0 0 
subscrib-
ers, which 
is its 
best 

num-
ber in six 

years. I am 
not refuting or agree-
ing with conservative 

policy, but I am af-
firming freedom 
of speech and 
expression. Al-
though these 
news outlets 
were barred for 
only one brief-

ing, this action 
by the President 

shows a regime that 
seems to condone 

censorship of the media. 
The Alien and Sedition Acts 

were repealed more than 100 
years ago. The United States 

is not Russia under Putin, 
and American journalists 

have the right to speak 
about such issues.

pl219691@ahschool.com

(Graphic/Skylar Britton)

However, these incon-
veniences build your social 
skills. Asking for directions or 
help with local customs forc-
es you to talk to people and 
work out your issues without 

a safety net, and these in-
teractions make you bet-

ter at engaging with others. 
For instance, when arriving 

in London with all of my bag-
gage lost this past summer, I 
realized the discomfort of feel-

ing unprepared far outweighed 
the impracticality of not having 
a toothbrush or extra clothes. 

Having to find the tube sta-
tion, buy essentials and make it 
to where I was staying only to 
spend a small infinity talking to 
airport officials in an attempt 
to find my missing items (all 
on a few hours of sleep) wasn’t 
an ideal start to my journey. 

However, it forced me to 
solve my own problems by deal-
ing with a variety of people 
— both helpful and entirely 
unhelpful. When I returned 
home the second day, the sat-
isfaction made it all worthwhile.

Now is the time to travel 
alone. In the future, school 
and work obligations may tie 
you down and limit your abil-
ity to travel for fun. Make the 
most of your holiday breaks 
while you still can, and if at 
all possible, try venturing 
somewhere solo for a change. (Graphic/Skylar Britton)
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Since the elec-
tion of Donald 
Trump as president 

in November, protests have 
erupted across the country. 
From the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley to Washington, 
D.C., Americans are taking a 
stand against the new head of 

state. Though some 
posit that as 
leader of the 
free world, 
the president 
d e s e r v e s 
our respect, 
this notion is 
c o m p l e t e l y 
misguided.

R e s p e c t 
for the presi-
dent of 
the United 

States – the 
most powerful 
person in the 

world – cannot 
simply be given; it 

must be earned.

There has 
never been a                         
period in Ameri-
can history in 

which the president was liked 
by the entire population. The 
approval rating of Lyndon B. 
Johnson, a champion of ensur-
ing civil rights and eliminating 
poverty, hovered under 50 per-
cent for half of his presidency.

The election of Abraham Lin-
coln, who is recognized as one 
of the most influential leaders 
of the country, was the immedi-
ate cause of Southern secession 
and the Civil War.

It is clear that even the best 
presidents had their opponents 

It was a regular 
Friday night and, 
of course, I was 

watching Netflix. My current 
addiction: the 1960s-era drama, 
“Mad Men.” The episode in-
cluded the assassination of for-
mer president John F. Kennedy 
and the effects of the incident, 
when one of the characters said 
something that made me think 
of today: “I don’t care what your 
politics are, this is America. You 
don’t just shoot the President.”

This statement sent a wave 
through my body. Not only 
does it show the great respon-
sibility of the United States 
to show civility and set an ex-
ample for other nations, but 
it also pertains to today’s so-
cial tensions. I asked 
myself: Is this the at-
titude of today’s gen-
eration? Can we look 
past the politics and 
meet the standards of                                
being American? 

By standards, I mean 
the ability to go high 
when people go low, the fer-
vent love of our country and 
the understanding that others 
look to us as a pillar of free-
dom, democracy and success. 
Part of being a member of this 
nation is the responsibility to 
uphold these pillars and be a                    
world example.

For about 230 years, the 
electoral system has supported 
and maintained our democratic 
system. In the recent presiden-
tial election, this system led to 
much controversy over the elec-
tion of Donald Trump.

Known for his inappropri-
ate comments, President Trump 
has led many to believe that he 
does not deserve respect. How-
ever, as of Jan. 20, President 
Trump undoubtedly deserves 
our respect for the sole reason 
that he is the President of the 
United States. 

Trump does not earn our 
respect for himself, but for the 

Does the President deserve 
respect from all Americans?

(Graphic/Andrew Kolondra Jr.)

With so many resources on 
the Internet and countless ways 
to contact friends, it is easy to 
get the answers to a homework 
assignment or test.

Sometimes we use these 
outside resources and decide 
that the best option is to not 
learn the material and cheat in-
stead. Cheating saves time and 
is easier, so why would we make 
study guides, study with friends 
after school or stay up extra late 
re-learning the material? Why? 
Because, students should com-
plete their tests and homework 
with integrity and not cheat. 

Argue properly or not at all
BY ANDREW (AJ) KOLONDRA

In my experience as one who 
likes to argue, I’ve come across 
much faulty reasoning employed 
by people on both sides of the 
political spectrum (although 
those with whom I have personal 
experience are those on the ex-
treme liberal left). These people 
don’t seem to realize that argu-
ments supported by faulty rea-
soning are invalid. Thanks to a 
list of literary terms from English 
class, I’m able to place names on 
these “logical fallacies” and ex-
plain why they shouldn’t be used.

One faulty reasoning method 
you may already be familiar with 
is the “ad hominem fallacy:” an 
attack on someone’s character as 
opposed to a well-thought-out 
refutation of the argument. Ex-
amples of ad hominem attacks 
include insulting Hillary Clinton 
for comically failing to use pop 
culture lingo effectively and call-
ing attention to Donald Trump’s 
small hands. These actions lend 
no support to your argument.

Another common instance 
of bad logic is the “red herring:” 
avoiding the key points of the 
opposing argument by changing 
the subject. Watch any presiden-
tial debate and you’ll most likely 
witness both debaters employ-
ing this tactic. Does this really 
strengthen their points?

What I’ve encountered most 
frequently is the “straw man fal-
lacy,” a flawed train of reasoning 
in which someone distorts and/
or oversimplifies the opponent’s 
argument, using this distortion to 
attack. Imagine this exchange:

Student 1 – “Don’t you just 
love the Black Lives Matter move-
ment? The work they’re doing for 
racial equality is amazing!”

Student 2 – “I’m all for racial 
equality, but the BLM movement 
is actually quite hypocritical and 
marginalizes other important is-
sues. Did you see those videos of 
its marchers chanting about dead 
cops or its protestors hijacking an 
LGBT pride parade in Toronto?”

Student 1 – “I can’t believe you 
just said that! You’re racist!”

See the problem? Recogniz-
ing the flaws in a social move-
ment for a cause does not mean 
you are against the cause.

This is also an instance of the 
“false dilemma:”  the improper 
use of the word “or” to form a 
sharp contrast that, in reality, 
does not exist. There is no “sup-
port BLM or you’re racist” – there 
are a number of other political 
positions to take, just as there are 
on any other    major issue.

Instead of using flawed logic 
because it’s easy, get your ducks 
in a row before participating in 
an argument. Do some actual re-
search or fact-check that statistic 
you saw on Buzzfeed. Find out 
what rebuttals to expect and how 
to rebut those rebuttals. Maybe 
then your argument will be an 
engaging conversation and not a 
pointless battle.

Hurricane Andrew
office he is holding, an office 
few nations have and many 
look up to. According to the 
History Channel, the United 
States holds the title of the 
World’s Oldest Modern De-
mocracy, and thus symbolizes                                 
democratic success.

Our democratic system is 
not only extant, but also thriv-
ing, allowing for us to live freely 
and spread freedom. We must 
support and re-
spect our 
pres ident , 
d e s p i t e 
our oppos-
ing views, 
to con-
tinue our 
legacy of                       

democracy 
and keep the                           
powerful repu-
tation of our 
highest office 
intact. If Presi-
dent Trump 
succeeds, we 
succeed. If Pres-
ident Trump 
fails, we fail. In order to main-
tain our “American culture” 
of freedom and success, we                               
must succeed.

As Martin Luther King Jr. 
once said: “Let us not seek to 
satisfy our thirst for freedom by 
drinking from the cup of bitter-
ness and hatred.” 

As we, a nation, move for-
ward, let us not become blind-
ed by politics and disagree-
ments, but stand united — not 
by ideas, but by identity, iden-
tity as American.

Over time, the number of stu-
dents who cheat on academic 
assignments has increased. Ac-
cording to a survey by Stanford 
University, in the 1940s, only 
20 percent of college students         

a d m i t -
t e d 
c h e a t -
ing in high school. Today, that 
number has risen to between 75 
and 98 percent. 

Maybe it is difficult to un-
derstand now, as a student, but 
cheating in the real world is not 
acceptable. If you cheat or take a 
shortcut on an assignment that 

and that not all citizens blindly 
respected them.

This same logic applies to 
Donald Trump; though a sizable 
group supports him, it is simply 
ridiculous to expect the entire 
population to respect him. Dur-
ing the first weeks of his presi-
dency, Trump has shown a lack 
of political expertise and con-
tempt for the law of the land 
that is cause for concern.

Trump’s various unconsti-
tutional executive orders – in-
cluding one that denies federal 
funding for sanctuary cities for 
refugees and the infamous 
“Muslim ban,” which directly 
violates the constitutional val-
ues of equal protection and 
religious freedom – have dem-
onstrated that he is not to be 
trusted in the driver’s seat.

To blindly respect a leader 
directly contradicts the prem-
ises of this nation. Our Found-
ing Fathers fought for freedom 
from tyranny, and if we sub-
ject ourselves to the irrational 
whims of any leader – espe-
cially one as incompetent as 

Trump – we are doing the 
founders of our country a                                              
great disservice.

It is important to 
keep in mind, though, 
that refusing to re-
spect Trump and 

wishing that he fail are 
two different things. We 
are all citizens of the Unit-

ed States, and Trump’s poli-
cies directly affect how we live 
our lives. To hope that Trump 
fails is to hope that the United              
States fails.

The title “president” con-
fers great responsibility upon 
its owner. Not just anyone can 
do this job well, and Trump 
has shown us this fact in the 
first months of his presidency. 
That he won the presidency 
on a campaign that focused on 
hatred and antagonism is no 
cause for respect from mem-
bers of any political group, and 
he does not even deserve the 
respect he has.

Cat. 1

your boss gives you, he or she is 
most likely going to fire you.

People in the real world want 
employees they can trust to get 
the job done the right way, not 
employees who lie and cheat 
like it’s no big deal. What would 
you do if you found out that the 

d o c t o r 
who has 
b e e n 

treating your family for years 
cheated his or her way through 
med school? Or the engineer 
that built the bridge you drive 
over every day cheated his or 
her way through college?

In the professional world, 
cheating to get by is actu-
ally cheating everybody,                              
including yourself. 

Students should start hav-
ing integrity now. Cheating is 
like a bad habit: once you start 
cheating, it is very hard to stop. 
Our school motto, “Knowledge, 
Integrity, Compassion,” sug-
gests that integrity is just as 
important as the knowledge 
you get from your classes or 
the compassion you show for                            
a classmate.

Integrity is an extremely im-
portant characteristic that ev-
eryone should have. 

YES

INTEGRITY

NO

The part of the motto students forget:

Knowledge

Compassion
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Trans rights are human rights
Vanessa Ryals | Online Editor-in-Chief
pl224551@ahschool.com

The Trump administra-
tion issued a letter Feb. 22 
that allows public schools 
across America to openly 
discriminate against trans-                                                                     
identifying students. 

The letter officially revers-
es Title IX, a legal document 
that prohibits discrimination 
“on the basis of sex,” and, un-
til recently, also encompassed                                     
gender identity. 

Under Title IX, those who 
identify as transgender were 
legally entitled to use which-
ever public bathroom or locker 
room matched their gender 
identity. Protections also ex-
tended to allow trans students 
the right to participate in 
sports teams that correspond 
with their gender identity. 

Now, a trans student who 
looks, acts and identifies as 
male can be denied the right 
to use the men’s bathroom at 
school or join a men’s sports 
team simply because they lack 
a Y chromosome. 

Students, re-
gardless of sex, 
race, religion or 
gender identity, 
deserve to go 
to school with-
out fear of being                 
discriminated against.

Twenty-four hours af-
ter Donald J. Trump was 
elected to office, the num-
ber of people reaching 
out to Crisis Text Line more 
than doubled, according to 
Time Magazine. The major-
ity of those reaching out for 
help identified as members of 
the LGBTQ community, and for 
good reason, too. 

In a 2006 speech as head of 
the Republican Study Commit-
tee, Vice President Mike Pence 
spoke out against marriage 
equality by saying it would 
bring about “societal collapse.” 
He attempted to defend this 
viewpoint by saying keeping 
gays from marrying was not 
discrimination, but an enforce-
ment of “God’s idea.” 

In 2007, Pence voted 
against the Employment                                                                                                                

Non-Discrimination Act which 
would have banned dis-
crimination against people 
based on sexual orientation. 
in 2010 Pence told CNN he 
favored the Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell policy because he did 
not want the military to be-
come “a backdrop for social                                                                      

experimenta-
tion.” Trump’s 
administration 
claims that re-
pealing Title 
IX’s extension 

to encompass 
gender identity is a 

matter of states’ rights, 
not discrimination. 

Those who advocated 
for segregation in the 
1950s and 60’s, too, called 
it “states’ rights” and not 

discrimination. 
Anyone who has taken a 

basic U.S. History class knows 
it was never really about “states 
rights;” it was only ever about 
the oppression of a group of 
people based on the way they 
were born. 

Advocates of stripping 
rights away from transgender 
students can only argue that 
it might protect cisgendered 
people from opposite-sex            
sexual predators. 

Unfortunately, an unlocked 
door with a stick-figure draw-
ing on it won’t stop rapists 
from pursuing their targets. 

The struggle to hurriedly 
reach down to slip a phone, 
spare change or even keys into 
a pocket only to be greeted 
with too-small, nonexistent 
or, worst of all, fake pockets 
stitched into a pair of new 
jeans resonates with the major-
ity of women. 

Faced with this issue, many 
are forced to inconvenience 
themselves with holding the 
object in question or risk losing 
it by tossing it into the black 
hole that women call purses. 

Especially in our increas-
ingly technology-dependent 
society, having adequate, ac-
cessible storage for items such 
as smartphones is integral. 

Despite the trend toward 
larger smartphones and more 

technology, women’s fashion 
has yet to catch up.

Sara Kozlowski, professional 
developer at the Council of 
Fashion Designers of America 
and visiting critic at Parsons 
The New School of Design, of-
fered an explanation.

“I think when you’re going 
to the upper price points of de-
signer clothes, people tend to 
be less conscious of trends and 
more into quality and longev-
ity,” Kozlowski said in an inter-
view with “The Atlantic.”

“So for them, it makes sense 
not to design around the latest 
smartphone model. But in mid-
market, contemporary brands, 
trends are what drive the in-
dustry. In that regard, [the lack 
of pockets] is an epic fail.”

While Kozlowski justifies 
high-end brands lacking pock-
ets, she argues that mid-market 

Amber Bhutta | Business Manager
pl208261@ahschool.com

This claim also makes the false 
assumption that women are in-
capable of sexually assaulting 
other women, and men are in-
capable of sexually assaulting 
other men. 

The fact remains that there 
has never been a reported 
instance of a trans man or 
woman sexually assaulting a 
cisgender man or woman in a              
public restroom.

Thankfully, Heritage is a pri-
vate school. We do not have to 
abide by the Trump Adminis-
tration’s exclusionary policy. 

It is more important now 
than ever to foster a feeling 
of inclusion and acceptance 
among students, and this can 
never be established as long as 
bathroom rules exist that alien-
ate students who do not fit the 
gender binary.

Stripping people of the 
right to use a public restroom 
or any other public area be-
cause of their identity is, simply                                                                         
put, discrimination. It nev-
er was about bathrooms, 
just as it was never about                                            
water fountains.

A pocketful of pure gender politics
brands have no such excuse. 
These stores tend to have 
more affordable, contempo-
rary-trend based designs that 
change constantly as fashion 
trends do. 

When a larger smartphone 
becomes the norm of the mass-
es, these brands with such fre-
quently changing designs have 
every opportunity to adapt and 
create larger pockets. 

Despite being given the 
chance, adequate pockets have 
yet to become the norm in 
women’s clothing. 

For example, standing at a 
cash register, a man simply has 
to reach into his pocket to grab 
his wallet while most women 
have to sift through the odds 
and ends filling up their purses, 
hoping their search isn’t hold-
ing up the line behind them. 
Should a woman choose to opt 

out of carrying a large purse, 
she’s forced to hold small                
necessities instead.

Camilla Olson, creative di-
rector of a self-named, high-
tech fashion firm, explains 
the effect of this seemingly                           
trivial issue. 

“I honestly believe the fash-
ion industry is not helping 
women advance,” Olson said. 
“We [women] know clearly we 
need pockets to carry technol-
ogy, and I think it’s expected 
we are going to carry a purse. ”

In the workplace, many 
women struggle to be taken 
seriously by their male col-
leagues, and fumbling through 
purses or having to hold small 
items that could easily be 
stored in pockets only furthers 
this disenfranchisement. 

“When we’re working we 
don’t carry purses around. A 

pocket is a reasonable thing,” 
Olson said.

Making pockets a norm in 
women’s clothing may seem 
trivial in the the overall strug-
gle for gender equality, but, as 
Olson said, “Every small step is 
a step in the right direction.”

In this political moment, 
dissatisfaction with the 
United States government 
has reached a definite fever 
pitch, with vocal opposition 
to President Donald Trump’s 
policies coming from mem-
bers of the legislature and the                                                                                   
body politic. 

In my experiences, among 
some of the more common re-
sponses to the current admin-
istration’s policies is a lack of 
faith in or a very strong dislike 
of the government. Of course, 
such statements are met with 
polar criticism, stating that to 

say one has “lost faith” in the 
government is obscene and 
ignorant of the quality of other 
governments’ policies. How-
ever, when considering the cur-
rent state of the U.S. govern-
ment and comparing it to past 
administrations, perhaps it is 
fair to hold the former opinion.

I reference the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution, 
which details our rights as citi-
zens to assemble, speak freely, 
practice whatever religion we 
please and so forth. 

We are indeed justified to 
criticize the government as we 
choose, but the larger conflict 
centers around the fact that 
our government, when judged 

Alec Chao | Staff Writer
pl224451@ahschool.com

It is fair to say we have lost faith in the government
against that of China or Russia, 
is far freer and less obstructive. 
According to the non-govern-
mental organization Freedom 
House, both of the aforemen-
tioned states have extremely 
poor records of political and 
press freedom, unlike the           
United States. 

Yet, are we not within our 
rights to note our govern-
ment’s undeniable decline 
in tolerance for certain social 
groups, the electoral system 
and indeed the press? It seems 
rather naïve to expect the 
electorate not to lose faith in 
the government — meant to 
embody the principles of free-
dom and human rights — as it                          

consistently abhors elements 
of the social order with which 
we have become so familiar. 

For many citizens, the gov-
ernment no longer embodies 
their interests or needs. As sub-
jects of its rule and dependent 
on its existence to survive, a 
lack of faith in the government 
is entirely justifiable. 

Lost faith is not a matter of 
disrespect for the institution of 
the presidency and the govern-
ment itself; it is one of distaste 
with the administration’s inac-
tion, arguable incompetence, 
and — for those with extreme-
ly liberal beliefs — contradic-
tory ideology. One may say 
“at least we are not Chinese or 

Russian subjects,” but one must 
recognize we also do not wish 
to be. Making your lack of faith 
known is neither ignorant nor 
obscene — it’s rational.

Our faith is based on social 
progress, on constructive and 
positive changes to the social 
order, on respect for the dif-
ferences that make America 
so vibrant and diverse. With 
President Trump’s constant 
antagonization of one of our 
most crucial institutions, a lack 
of respect for his constituents’ 
needs and an intriguing level of 
support for authoritative Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, 
our straying from those ideals 
is obvious. 

(Graphic/Vanessa Ryals)

(Graphic/Vanessa Ryals)
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This publication informs 
students about events, 
influences readers through 
editorials, and entertains 
through features and reviews, all 
achieved through responsible 
reporting. Opinion articles 
reflect the views of the staff and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the administration, 
faculty, or student body. We 
strongly encourage letters 
to the editor from students, 
parents, or faculty in response to                      
these articles.pa

tri
ot

 po
st

Opinion Editor
|| Skylar Britton, 11th

News Editor
|| Zihan Kabir, 11th

Copy Editors
|| Lauren Hutton, 12th
|| Andrew Kolondra Jr., 11th
|| Kevin Pollack, 12th
|| Katherine Quesada, 11th
|| Lauren Quintela, 12th
|| Vanessa Ryals, 11th
|| Amanda Wasserman, 12th

Sports Editors
|| Conner McLeod, 12th
|| Kevin Pollack, 12th

Entertainment Editor
|| Angela Lin, 10th

Centerspread Editor
|| Elysa Goldberg, 12th

Editors-in-Chief
|| Lauren Hutton, 12th
|| Lauren Quintela, 12th

Online Editor-in-Chief
|| Vanessa Ryals, 11th

Adviser
|| Ms. Diana Adams

Social Media Editor
|| Vanessa Ryals, 11th

Assistant Editors
|| Andrew Kolondra Jr., 11th
|| Amanda Wasserman, 12th

Staff Writers
|| Alex Becker, 10th
|| Isabel Chamberlain, 10th
|| Alec Chao, 11th 
|| Shruti Chandra, 12th

Political Correspondent
|| Asa Zaretsky, 11th

One-Pager Editors
|| Katherine Quesada, 11th
|| Amanda Wasserman, 12th

Features Editor
|| Carrie Kuecks, 10th

Business/Managing Editor
|| Amber Bhutta, 10th

Colleges do not let affirma-
tive action influence them into 
accepting an unqualified stu-
dent who cannot handle the 
college rigor solely on the ba-
sis of skin color. This negates 
the argument “You only got in 
because you’re black” since the 
African-Americans who get into 
top schools have been involved 
with many clubs on campus or 
have completed valuable com-
munity service in addition to 
working hard for great grades, 
making them competitive. 

The notion that a tool used 
to equalize the playing field 
n e g a - tively affects 
n o n - minorities is 

faulty. Accord-
ing to Forbes, 

Northwestern Uni-
versity’s 2015 stu-
dent body, had dif-

fering demographics from the 
rest of the country even though 
Northwestern is a well-known 
proponent of more  diversity. 
Compared to the 12.3 percent 
makeup of African Americans in 
the country, only 5 percent are 
represented at     Northwestern. 

Likewise, 6.8    percent are rep-
resented at Yale and 5.9 percent 
are represented at Stanford, 
two other schools also out-
spoken about more diversity                          
on campus. 

The bottom line is that Af-
rican-Americans still are not 
perfectly represented in the na-
tion’s top universities. 

Historically, African-Ameri-
cans have been brushed to the 
side and taken advantage of, as 
the general consensus before 
modern times was that black 
people were inferior.  

Some people wonder why 
African- Americans are still com-
plaining about poor race rela-
tions now when they technically 
have the same legal rights as ev-
eryone else in the country. 

While there are many things 
wrong with that assumption, 

one of the problems is 
that even when an 

Afr ican-Amer-
ican works 

t i r e l e s s l y 
to reach his 

or her dreams, 
he or she of-
ten does not 
receive the 
credit he or she 
deserves for        
doing so. 

As long as 
the stereotype 
remains that a 
black person 

cannot achieve his or her aca-
demic goals without the help 
of “unfair advantages” like affir-
mative action, society will suf-
fer as deserving, hardworking 
African-Americans continue to 
feel represented as an inferior, 
non-intellectual race.

“You only got in because 
you’re black.” These seven words 
are not only demeaning, disre-
spectful, dismissive and disin-
genuous, but they also perpetu-
ate an idea which continues to 
hinder the strength of race rela-
tions and equality as a whole in 
modern society. 

As an African-American male, 
I am seen by my peers in a very 
unique way, especially since 
there aren’t too many other Afri-
can-Americans on campus who 
aren’t here to play sports. 

Some students assume 
that because I am a minority,                                            
affirmative action will assure me 
a spot at almost any university 
I wish to attend -- that because 
of the color of my skin, I do not 
have to earn the best 
grades, get amazing 
test scores and 
work as hard as 
other students 
to achieve my 
academic goals. 

Those who 
make these as-
sumptions are not 
only insulting to 
minority students 
who dedicate 
so much time to 
their studies, but 
are also wrong in 
their logic. 

Affirmative action came 
into law in a bill signed by for-
mer President John F. Kennedy, 
who sought to “ensure that 
applicants are employed, and 
employees are treated dur-
ing employment, without re-
gard to their race, creed, color 

or  national origin.”  Essentially, 
Kennedy wanted to assure all 
Americans they would not be 
discriminated against based on 
factors outside of their control, 
including race. 

After numerous Supreme 
Court rulings and adjustments 
of the law, Affirmative Action 
came to be prevalent in the col-
lege admissions process since 
universities wanted more diver-
sity on campus. 

The Supreme Court finally 
ruled that colleges could use 
race as a factor when deciding 
on candidates but not establish 
specific quotas. 

Opponents of Affirmative 
Action believe the prac-
tice hurts non-minority 
applicants’ chances 
of getting into a col-
lege; however, the 

policy is merely 
used as an equal-
izer in the college 
process. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 22.9 percent of 
African-American families are 
born into poverty, compared 
to 11.9 percent of all Ameri-
cans. Lack of financial means to 

build a student’s perfect college                     
application disproportionate-
ly affects minorities, which is 
the main reason why colleges                        
consider race. 

One thing many colleges 
stress during any explanation 
of how they pick students is 
that they analyze every student 
holistically. T h i s 
m e a n s t h a t 
they look a t 
e v e r y a s -

pect of a student to decide 
who gets in or not. Race is one 
of the characteristics of a stu-
dent that is contemplated, but 
because there are so many oth-
er qualities a student must have 
to receive an acceptance letter, 
each student has to be qualified. 

Conner McLeod | Co-Sports Editor
pl219701@ahschool.com

Affirmative action is valid

“Do not go to that university 
— I knew someone who taught 
there, and she said it’s overrated.” 
“That school is a party school. 
You don’t want to go there any-
way.” “Do not go to that college 
if you are admitted. It is too in-
accessible, and all of its students 
are arrogant.” I have heard all of 
these statements (and more) in 
regards to my college options. 

Inevitably, when curious, 
well-intentioned acquaintances 
ask seniors about the colleges 
they are considering, these in-
dividuals feel inclined to make 

and parents have the most          
influence on college-bound 
seniors selecting a school. But 
everyone — not just these two 
groups — should avoid making 
generalizations and pressuring 
students (even if subtly) to pick 
or not pick a certain school. 

While selecting a college 
may not be a decision of para-
mount importance, rarely will 
students ever have to make a 
decision as personal in nature. 

When bombarded with sug-
gestions from highly-opinion-
ated outsiders, seniors must 
take each opinion with a grain 
of salt and select the school 
they envision themselves at.

for example. One student rated 
Northwestern four stars and 
commented, “Northwestern is 
an amazingly challenging and 
diverse world-class institution.” 

Another rated the univer-
sity one star and commented,           
“Absolutely horrible.”

These vast discrepancies in 
opinion are only natural, and be-
cause opinions vary so greatly, 
we cannot allow the opinion 
of one person (especially if this 
opinion is a generalization from 
someone with little experience 
with a certain school) to com-
pletely alter the way we think. 

According to an article pub-
lished in “The Daily Beast,” friends 

passing judgments on the op-
tions seniors are considering, 
they negate the fact that the 
only person who should be nar-
rowing down his or her college 
list is the senior deciding where 
to spend the next four years.

Additionally, seniors inundat-
ed with opinions from outsiders 
must remember that for every 
person who dislikes a school ex-
ists another person who abso-
lutely adores a school. 

A website called Niche allows 
students to review and “grade” 
their college or university based 
on academics, diversity, athletics 
and other criteria. Take North-
western University’s Niche page, 

their opinions known. In doing 
so, they create a two-fold prob-
lem: their comments ignore the 
fact that choosing a college is a 
wholly individualistic process, 
and they are often based on un-
founded assumptions.

Of course, learning about a 
school from the perspectives of 
others and garnering advice is 
beneficial, but ultimately, choos-
ing a college is an individual 
process. All else being equal, se-
niors should choose the college 
that feels right for them and will 
best allow them to pursue their 
future plans. 

When outsiders attempt to 
“make the decision easier” by 

Take others’ opinions with a grain of salt
Lauren Quintela | Co-Editor-in-Chief
pl211422@ahschool.com

(Graphic/Isabel Chamberlain)
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Freshman meets the Pope
Carrie Kuecks | Features Editor
pl194961@ahschool.com 
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 (Photo/Evelyn Ruiz)
Shruti Chandra | Staff Writer

Senior jersey spotlight

 “One day during my Spanish class in sophomore year, this [now-graduated] se-
nior just called me ‘Ubillita’ out of nowhere. I was like ‘That’s adorable,’ and I started 
calling myself that,” senior Sofia Ubilla said.

 Ubilla’s father hails from Ecuador, where Ubilla is actually quite an uncommon 
name. Most of the Ubillas in Ecuador are related to Sofia’s family in some way. 

 Sofia’s nickname, Ubillita, inspired her in other aspects of her life as well. Her 
Twitter name is “little grape” since the Spanish translation (“uvillita”) sounds similar                    
to the nickname.

By the time senior jerseys forms rolled around, what to put on the back of her 
jersey wasn’t even a question for Ubilla.

 “Ubillita just brought everything together for me: my culture, my friends and my 
experiences in high school so far,” Ubilla said.

Every student has to study 
history, but few have actually 
made history. Freshman Dianne 
Strauss made history when she 
and her family met Pope Francis 
in Rome. Strauss, accompanied 
her brother, parents, grandpar-
ents, uncle and great uncle, to 
meet Pope Francis at the Vatican 
Feb. 23, 2017. Strauss met and 
handed the Pope a Torah.

According to Strauss, this was 
the first time in the history of the 
Catholic Church that a Jewish or-
ganization presented a Torah to 
the Pope.

“The purpose of the visit is 
to symbolize cooperation and 
peace between Judaism and Ca-
tholicism,” Strauss said. Strauss’s 
uncle and his business associ-
ates contacted the editorial staff 
of the Vatican and collaborated 
with artists to prepare for the  
Torah presentation. 

The Torah, infused with art-
work, will become a perma-
nent part of the church’s col-
lection. In order to realize this 
historic event, careful planning                  
took place. 

“I helped out with commu-
nication with the Vatican,” said 
Strauss. During the planning 
process, she learned the value of 
cooperation. Some of the sched-
uling details involved coordina-
tion with the Vatican and were 
done right down to the very last 
minute. Strauss learned a new 
appreciation for time manage-
ment and plans to apply these 
skills to her schoolwork. The 

visit has both a symbolic and a 
humanitarian purpose. A Jew-
ish humanitarian organization, 
B’nai B’rith International worked 
in conjunction with the Vatican 
to organize      the visit. 

Strauss is a member of the 
organization and her uncle is                            
an ambassador. But not only 
did Strauss and her family visit 
the Pope, they also traveled Eu-
rope. This was Strauss’s first trip 

to Europe, and she utilized this 
unique opportunity to not  only 
make history but also to see 
more of the world. 

“I feel grateful to have been 
part of this historic even and to 
have been granted the honor 
to hand the Biblical document 
infused with thousands of years 
of culture by artists from around 
the world,” Strauss said. “The 
experience is one I will never            

TOP: Freshman Dianne Strauss and family members pose with the Torah book that includes detailed paintings along with text that will be handed to the Pope. (Photo/Gina Strauss) 
LEFT: Strauss and Pope Francis stand together and unite Judaism and Christianity. (Photo/Servizio Fotografico de “L’OR” CITTA DEL VATICANO)
BOTTOM: Strauss hands the Torah to Pope Francis along with other children. (Photo/Servizio Fotografico de “L’OR” CITTA DEL VATICANO)

forget, because this was a first 
for the history of Judaism but 
also for Christianity.”

During the ceremony, the 
children were asked to stand up 
with Pope Francis. 

“I stood next to him and my 
brother, hands interlocked, as 
my uncle spoke clearly into the 
microphone, reciting a Jewish 
blessing called the Shehechey-
anu, which is said whenever 

something happens for the  first 
time. The emotion I felt as he 
spoke was indescribable, but 
it was one of peace, of years of 
hard work being recognized. I 
would like to think that every-
one in that room felt it, because 
in that moment, there was no 
war or malice. There were only 
people, united by the hope of a 
future in harmony with one an-
other,” Strauss said.
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WTWU: Mrs. Marjorie Milam
Andrew Kolondra Jr. | Co-Assistant Editor
pl183941@ahschool.com

Many students know and 
love AP World and U.S. History 
teacher Mrs. Marjorie Milam 
for her funny stories through 
which she ties history to her 
own life. Voted “most iconic” in 
this year’s yearbook, Mrs. Mi-
lam is an essential part of the                                          
Heritage experience.

Mrs. Milam has loved teach-
ing since she was in high school. 
She was a dedicated member of 
the Future Teachers of America 
(FTA) club all four years. The club 
worked somewhat like NHS’s 
peer tutoring program, and Mrs. 
Milam loved it. “Even when I 
was just in high school, I always 
wanted to be a teacher,” she said.

But Mrs. Milam’s high school 
experience was different than 
most; she transferred schools af-
ter her sophomore year. Her fa-
ther, an engineer, traveled a lot 
for work, so after spending two 
years at Ashtabula High School 
in Ashtabula, Ohio (a small town 
on Lake Erie), she transferred to 
Wayne Township High School in 
Wayne, N.J.

The transfer was not a happy 
one. In Ashtabula, Mrs. Milam 
was popular and “went steady” 
with her boyfriend. “We used 
to ‘go steady.’ Back then, a boy 
would give you his ring, and 
you’d wear his ring, and I ‘went 
steady,’” she said. She was forced 
to say goodbye to her sopho-
more prom sweetheart when 
her family took her “kicking and 
screaming” to New Jersey, where 
her new peers commented on 
her “funny accent.”

Aside from her membership 
in FTA, Mrs. Milam was part of 
NHS and the French Club and 
loved to go roller skating and 
bowling with her friends on Fri-
day nights. In the summers she 
volunteered with the YMCA and 
worked as a camp counselor, 
but her strict father forbade her 
from having a car.

“They’d just invented, believe 
it or not, fast food restaurants. 
It was just fun hanging around, 
going out with my friends,” Mrs. 
Milam said. “I loved the music, 
too; I loved dancing. I always 
loved rock and roll and just be-
ing a part of that whole scene.”

All throughout high school, 
Mrs. Milam looked forward to 
college, as she was raised in a 
family that taught her to look 
ahead. She followed in her fa-
ther’s footsteps by attending the 
University of Kentucky, where 
she completed her undergradu-
ate degree in European History 
and her Master’s in American 
and Latin American History. 

It was in her freshman year of 
college that she met her college 
sweetheart and current hus-
band Hank, as a sort of happy 
accident after her date to the 
Sadie Hawkins dance bailed on 
her the day of the event and one 
of her roommates called Hank as 
a backup. “I had to give up my 
boyfriend when I moved, but 
I made up for it when I went to 
college and married my college 
sweetheart,” Mrs. Milam said.

Mrs. Milam loves teaching 
and goes out of her way to be 
fair. “My calling is to help people,” 
she said. “I was never motivated 
to make a million dollars, or be-
come an executive. No, my call-
ing is to help people. That’s what 
I’ve always wanted to do.”

Have you ever wondered what your teachers were like in high school? In our monthly teacher profile, 
we take a trip back to the past and explore what teachers were like ‘When They Were Us’ (WTWU).

SADIE HAWKINS: Mrs. Marjorie Milam smiles with her college sweetheart, now her hus-
band, Hank Milam, after first meeting him at the Sadie Hawkins dance her freshman year 
of college. (Photo submitted by Mrs. Marjorie Milam)
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SPANISH TEACHER
SECRETLY WORKING
FOR THE GOVERNMENT!

Are they Illuminati members?

After an induction ceremo-
ny riddled with mysterious Lat-
in chants, the National English 
Honor Society (NEHS) is facing 
additional allegations of in-
volvement with the Illuminati. 
The club has been questioned 
in the past over their club 
T-shirts which read, “the person 
wearing this shirt is a member 
of the literati,” and suspicious 
conduct of powerful members, 
but the latest discovery makes 
it difficult for NEHS to maintain                          
its innocence.

During a tour of the cam-
pus for prospective students, 
Mr. William Laurie uncovered a        
secret NEHS meeting in the top 
of the bell tower — complete 
with lighted candles, seeing eye 
symbols and cloaked figures 
who scurried away before being 
successfully identified. 

The club members claimed 
they were completing their as-
signed reading of “Catcher in the 
Rye” by J.D. Salinger. However, 
upon further investigation, the 
members were allegedly read-
ing copies of “The Sixty-Six Laws 
of the Illuminati,” hidden under 
Salinger  book covers. 

“I am truly bewildered by the 
allegations being directed to-
ward such an esteemed club on 
campus. However, until proof of 
any actual misconduct has been 
thoroughly investigated, we are 
not making an official statement 
or accusing anyone,” high school 
principal Mrs. Elise   Blum said.

All 66 members of the orga-
nization refused to comment 
on the situation, but NEHS sec-
retary and junior Vanessa Ryals 
was photographed making a 
symbol commonly associated 
with the Illuminati just days af-
ter the bell tower incident. The 
presence of such a sinister and 

Lauren Hutton | Co-Editor-in-Chief
pl219691@ahschool.com

WATCH OUT! MRS. ZAVIEZO IS WATCHING YOU!

mysterious organization has 
many students asking for the re-
moval of the club.

“I think everything 
is being blown out of 
proportion. We held 
our meeting in the 
bell tower because 
it had better natural 
light for reading and 
provided a quiet 
space,” club spon-
sor and AP Lan-
guage teacher Mrs. 
Dina Amata said. “I 
also believe there is 
abundant merit in          exploring 

Illuminati-related literature. Our 
book may have been an uncon-
ventional pick, but the author’s 

choices and persua-
sive techniques are 
worthy of  discussion. 
We don’t deserve this 
scrutiny.”

Investigations into 
the situation are ongo-
ing, but if concrete ev-
idence links NEHS with 
the devil-worshipping 
secret organization, ad-
ministration has vowed to 
shut   it down.

WHAT TO LOOK FOWARD TO 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF “THE 
HERITAGE ENQUIRER”... 
(coming out May 32)

BREAKING NEWS: 
TEACHERS FIGHT
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NEW DEEP SEA 
DIVING COURSES
INTRODUCED

KANYE WEST    
TEACHES                 
REQUESTED         
FINANCE CLASSES

NEW HIGH 
SCHOOL THEATER             
PRODUCTION: “THE 
BEE MOVIE”

Amid the hype of approach-
ing celebrity boxing match-
es such as Soulja Boy vs. Chris 
Brown and Floyd Mayweather 

vs. Conor McGregor, 98 
percent of all Americans 
are most looking forward 

to the fight between Mr. 
Jonathan Pedrone and Mr.              

Harry Torres. 
Tensions in the social studies 

department rose after more se-
niors opted to take Mr. Pedrone’s 
AP Government class than Mr. 
Torres’s AP Economics class this 
school year. In years past, more 

students took AP Economics, 
which bothered Mr. Pedrone 
very much. “Meh, I didn’t really 
care,” Pedrone said. However, as 
seniors feared a class that might 
cure their senioritis (AP Econ), 
they picked Mr. Pedrone’s class. 

After hearing the news, Mr. 
Torres walked to Mr. Pedrone’s 
class and yelled “Cash my GDP 
ousside, how bow dah!” 

To prepare for the fight, 
which will prove who is the best 
social studies teacher, Mr. Pe-
drone and Mr. Torres have been 
training every day. Trained by 
his daughter Mia Pedrone, Mr. 
Pedrone has been running 20 

miles a day to stay in shape, 
while Mr. Torres gets his exercise 
by writing 20 versions of quizzes 
to give to his students each day; 
this quiz-a-day, no-quit mental-
ity has encouraged his f a n s 
to give him the hashtag 
#EconSwole.

The match will take 
place on graduation day.

Rumors have surfaced 
that Mr. Pedrone’s daugh-
ter, Mia Pedrone, will have an 
underground fight with Mr. Tor-
res’s daughter, Isabella Torres, so 
the two can stand up for their                                                              
fathers’ honors.

Conner McLeod | Co-Sports Editor
pl219701@ahschool.com

LET FISTS FLY: Mr. Jonathan Pedrone and his wife, Karen Pedrone,                
celebrate after winning a race meant to train Pedrone for his upcoming 
match with Mr. Harry Torres. This picture was sent directly to Mr. Torres by 
Facebook messenger to taunt Torres before the match. “I hope he sees I ain’t 
playin’,” Mr. Pedrone said. (Photo/Mr. Pedrone)
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APRIL FOOLS

Any student who has had 
Mrs. Gabriela Zaviezo for a 
Spanish class knows her impres-
sive qualifications: fluency in 
five languages, legal citizenship 
in multiple countries and ac-
ceptance to a multitude of Ivy-
League schools. 

They know she has an under-
graduate degree in international 
relations from Brown University 
and a doctorate in philology 
from University of Miami. 

They know she’s spent 
a lot of time in Europe do-
ing who knows what, and 

Andrew Kolondra Jr. | Co-Assistant Editor
pl183941@ahschool.com

they know she’s a generally                                                         
amazing person. 

But what everybody does 
not know is that Mrs. Zaviezo is 
more than just a teacher – she’s 
actually a high-ranking under-
cover government operative.

Mrs. Zaviezo has neither con-
firmed nor denied allegations of 
secret government work, but she 
did release an official statement 
to the student body in which she 
threateningly acknowledged 
the widely-believed theory: “Any 
student who, while in my class, 
mentions rumors regarding my 
involvement with the govern-
ment will be eliminated, with 
prejudice, from the class.” 

When asked why she would 
inflict such harsh punishment, 
Mrs. Zaviezo gave no comment. 
Since this unsuccessful inter-
view, I’ve had a strange feeling 
I’m being followed.

“I’m positive she works for 
the CIA, or the FBI, or some oth-
er clandestine government or-
ganization the public may not 
even know exists,” said [name                  
redacted], a student currently 
enrolled in her [information re-
dacted] class. “The evidence is 
all there.”

But this theory extends be-
yond the student body, and one 
teacher believes she has proof. 
“There’s definitely something 

going on with Mrs. Zaviezo,” for-
eign language teacher [name 
redacted] said. “She’ll get urgent 
calls in the middle of depart-
ment meetings and get really 
hush-hush on the phone out-
side the room. 

“She misses school sud-
denly and unexpectedly. 
One time she came to 
school late wearing one 
of those concealed ear-
pieces like you see in 
the movies, and when 
I pointed it out, she 
awkwardly tried 
to cover it up, say-
ing she was trying                                                        
out a new hearing 

The most familiar creatures 
on campus are obviously the 
ducks, so in the spirit of em-
bracing the true environment 
of the school, the Patriot mas-
cot will be replaced by 
“The Duck.” Dr. Doug-
las Laurie believes 
that “The Duck” 
will be “more rep-
resentative of                          
the campus.” 

Several meet-
ings were held to discuss 
changing the mascot, and ad-
ministration has finally made                                         

the decision and is ready to an-
nounce            the news. 

In regards to rebrand-
ing, the new mascot 
will be 

printed on club shirts 
starting next year. Additionally, 
the Patriot mascot in the gyme-
teria will be painted over in May. 

Students will be able to enjoy 
a mural of a duck staring at them 

while they eat their food; 
this way, they can relate 

to the students who                        
eat outside.  

In addition, new 
feeding zones (yes, 
plural) will be added in                                                                                                  
several locations 
across campus in or-
der to support the ex-

isting duck population 
and to bring a sense of 

togetherness between the 
ducks and the students. Hoo-

ray for our  new mascot-
“The Heritage Duck.”

(Photo/Vanessa Ryals)

Carrie Kuecks | Features Editor
pl194961@ahschool.com

Mr. Pedrone and Mr. Torres battle it out

After NASA’s discovery of 
three new habitable planets, 
Dr. Douglas Laurie has begun 
plans to build a new branch 
of Heri- tage and start 
a study a b r o a d 
p r o -
g r a m 
on one of      
the planets. 

S t u d e n t s 
in the program 
will reside with 
renowned astron-
omers and take 
classes in geology, 
physics, astrono-
my and astrology. 
Though Dr. Laurie is 
still waiting for approv-
al to begin building Space 
Heritage, he hopes to launch 
the program in 2050. Students 
who wish to participate must 
take part in a rigorous two-year 
training program. 

Once the new school is ap-
proved, tuition will spike up to 
$255,000 to fund construction. 

aid. I didn’t buy it.” Students 
have also reported seeing her 
log in to more than six sepa-
rate email accounts and no-

ticed that her school 
computer is wired                                                                               

with seeming-
ly excessive                                         
security software.

There’s only 
one logical ex-
planation for all 
of this secrecy: 
Mrs. Zaviezo 
works in                                                                 
government 
espionage.

Due to a lack of construction 
workers willing to work forty 
light years away, Pre-Engineer-
ing students will be given the 
opportunity to build the cam-
pus. Science, math and engi-
neering teachers will offer extra 
credit points to these students.

The idea has 
been met with both 

e x -
c i t e -

m e n t 
and dis-

a p p r o v a l 
from stu-
dents and 
staff, and 
many en-
gineering 

students 
a r e 

e x -
cited for the 
extra credit op-
portunity. Though 
still pending approval 
from the Interstellar Space Com-
munity, Dr. Laurie is excited for 
this opportunity to franchise the 
school in a different galaxy.

Heritage to study 
abroad in cosmos

For years, the school’s mascot has been the Patriot. However, the school’s vice 
president, Mr. Douglas Laurie, has decided to change the school’s mascot.

(Photo/Andrew Kolondra Jr.)

(Photo/Carrie Kuecks)

Isabel Chamberlain | Staff Writer
pl230891@ahschool.com

CATCHER IN THE EYE: NEHS secretary Vanessa Ryals is spotted fleeing the scene in her suspi-
cious cloak. Ryals’ copy of “Catcher in the Rye” displays the Illuminati pyramid and eye symbol. 
(Photos/Lauren Hutton)

Chick-fil-A shuts down

We’ve chucked the chicken. 
Yep. You heard that correct-
ly. Sat., June 3, Chick-fil-A, in-
ventor of the chicken 
sandwich, will 
close its doors                          
permanently. 

Due to its 
massive pop-
ularity, the 
company has 
decided to drop 
it while it’s hot 
so that consum-
ers keep a delicious 
memory of chicken in 
their minds. 

Though unprecedented, 
the choice to close up shop 
was not made light but crispy. 
The decision was made af-
ter much thought and plan-
ning at corporate meetings 
in order to end things at the                                                    
company’s climax.    

 “They have left Ameri-
ca to Kentucky Fried Chick-
en!” junior Maya Naim said.                                                                                                                                            
“It’s absurd.”  

Although the chicken chain 
will be missed, it has left stu-

dents with pleasurable 
after school memo-

ries of waffle fry 
wars and spit-
ball fights.  Its 
chicken sand-
wiches, chick-
en wraps, 
chicken nug-

gets and other 
chicken meals 

will be forever en-
shrined in the hearts                                           

o f students.  
A vigil will be held for the de-

ceased Mon. June 5 at 6 p.m. in 
the theater. Lemonade will be 
provided, as well as a tray of the 
last batch of Chick-fil-A nuggets 
served in Broward County to 
honor our beloved dairy cows 
and “eat mor chikin.”

Katherine Quesada | One-Pager Editor
pl208161@ahschool.com

Students go ‘Quackers’ for mascot

SUPRISING! APPALLING!

UNPREDICTABLE!

ILLUMINATI SCANDAL 
COVER-UP!
English Honor Society:

(Photos/Conner McLeod)

If you have witnessed a NEHS member conduct a suspicious act, contact the Illuminati hotline at 954-666-6666 to submit your tip.

(Photo/Weston Photography)
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Everyone Has a Story: Daniel Jaen

Over the course of two years, 
we have interviewed 16 individu-
als, each with diverse passions, 
interests and ambitions, in our 
attempt to prove that everyone 
really does have a story. Along 
the way, we had our share of suc-
cessful attempts and our share 
of failures (we have yet to forget 
the time we created an elabo-
rate campus scavenger hunt and 
students threw away our clues, 
forcing us to abandon this selec-
tion method). When determin-
ing how we wanted to select 
our final EHAS subject, we were 
certain of one thing: we wanted 
to find someone willing to leave 
his or her mark, just as we hope to 
have done these past years. In the 
breezeway of the 9000 building, 
we planted a bundle of colorful 
markers and a fluorescent green 
poster with the words “Leave 
your mark” written across the top.             
Senior Daniel Jaen drew a dog 

bone in honor of his best friend 
(his dog), and for his willingness 
to express himself, we selected 
him as our final EHAS subject. 

 Jaen was born in Atlanta, but 
he moved to South Florida in 
2004 in time to start kindergarten 
at Heritage. “My parents decided 
to move down here for business 
and to be closer to family,” he 
said. As someone who has spent 
his entire academic life in one 
place, Jaen has seen the school 
grow significantly throughout his 
time as a student.

“I’ve seen this school change 
so much… I’ve been here longer 
than the 8000, the playground 
that’s here and the [redone] front 
field,” he said.

Jaen says there 
has been a strong 
emphasis on 
academics in his 
schooling, and while 
at times he has wanted to ex-
perience the social life of other 
schools, he has thrown himself 
into a variety of activities, making 
his experience as entertaining 
and fulfilling as possible.

Music is one such activity. 
Jaen took up music in sixth grade 
when he started playing the 
flute. In eighth grade, he learned 
the tenor saxophone and went 
on to play both instruments in 
the marching band throughout 
high school. He also plays the 
flute for bands outside of school, 
such as the Youth Pride Band, an 
organization that brings LGBTQ 
individuals and allies together to 
raise awareness and play music. 
Jaen has participated for the past 
two years, and even won a $1,000 
scholarship his junior year.

While his time in school has 
been defined by band practice 
and memorized music, one of 
Jaen’s biggest interests outside of 
school is travel. From sponsoring 
a baby elephant named “Pooh” to 

BRAND PHOTOSHOOT: Zachary Dishinger (middle) along with two models wear Formula Z 
Cosmetic products for a photoshoot for the brand. (Photo submitted by Zachary Dishinger) 

Lauren Hutton | Co-Editor-in-Chief
pl219691@ahschool.com 

Lauren Quintela | Co-Editor-in-Chief
pl211422@ahschool.com 

We are on a mission: to 
prove to you, our reader,  that 
everyone, and we do mean 
everyone, has a story within 
them, both unique and inter-
esting. Cue our monthly fea-
ture EHAS: Everyone Has A 
Story, where two Patriot Post 
staffers set off on a quest to 
find and extensively interview 
a Heritage student at random 
to prove that everyone does, in 
fact, have a story.

junior Faith 
Ward

It’s no secret that competi-
tive culture reigns supreme 
at Heritage, both inside and 
outside of the classroom. Af-
ter spending the day in seven 
classes surrounded by their 
stellar classmates, students 
head to club meetings, practic-
ing for competitions and plan-
ning activities such as bake 
sales and trips. 

While the result of this hard 
work, awards and national 
recognition can be seen on 
our marquee, there is a hid-
den downside to consistent 
extracurricular  excellence:                        
excessive competition.  

In theory, students join 
clubs and academic teams as 
a way to explore their inter-
ests outside the classroom and 
meet new people. At orienta-
tion and during the first few 
weeks of school, freshmen are 
encouraged to join a multitude 
of clubs and pursue opportuni-
ties that may be outside of their 
typical areas of interest. 

As students progress 
through high school, they tend 
to deepen their participation in 
a few extracurricular activities, 
often developing an interest in 
winning awards, whether it be 
in debate, math or journalism. 
Students, however, often for-
get precisely why they joined 
a club and focus obsessively on           
winning awards. 

In a world where the college 
admissions process has grown 
increasingly competitive, it is 
natural for students to look to 
awards as a way to differenti-
ate themselves in the applicant 
pool. Colleges, however, are un-
likely to reject or accept a stu-
dent solely on the basis of win-
ning one more award in Model 
United Nations or earning a 
“Premio de Oro” on the National 
Spanish Exam. Although such 
awards are prestigious and play 
a valuable role in recognizing 
students’ extracurricular excel-
lence, they are by no means the 
“golden ticket” for admission to 
a prestigious university. 

Within clubs, many talented 
students develop a desire to 
beat their teammates. While 
such competition can inspire 
students, an overly cutthroat 
environment leads students 
to forget the true reasons why 
they joined a particular orga-
nization in the first place, for 
the sake of a genuine desire to           
explore new activities.  

There is nothing wrong with 
working hard to achieve rec-
ognition in an activity, but the 
desire for awards should never 
jade students from remember-
ing that extracurricular activi-
ties exist, fundamentally, for the 
purpose of fun. 

Forgetting the fun
BY AMANDA WASSERMAN
Mandy’s Musings

riding an elephant and standing 
next to tigers, he has enjoyed 
a variety of unusual,                                         
worldly experiences.

“I’ve been to 31 
countries, lots in Eu-
rope and South and 
Central America. 
My mom loves 
to travel, 
and she 
w a n t e d 
me to 
have op-
portunities 
she didn’t 
have as a 
c h i l d . 

She took 
me around 
to wherever she could,” Jaen said.

Ultimately, he enjoyed Japan, 
Amsterdam and New York the 
most for “their ambiances,” but 
he hopes to continue exploring 
in the future. Travel sparked an-
other passion that  is central to 
Jaen’s identity: his love of cooking 
food from a diverse assortment 
of cultures, from the Caribbean                        
to European.

 “When I went to Japan, I be-
came more open-minded to 
food. When we went to China a 
few weeks later I still wanted to 
be open-minded… I got gas sta-
tion food and got a stomach flu,” 
Jaen said. However, he hasn’t 
let this experience deter him. 
Jaen wrote his college essays on 
his profound love of food and 
received first place in the Liter-
ary Fair for his informal essay on 
food. While travel and cooking 
are Jaen’s preferred pastimes, he 

For freshman Zachary 
Dishinger, theater and makeup 
are more than just interests, they 
are passions. Since he was a small 
child, Dishinger loved to act and 
create characters with different 
makeup designs. 

“I would make my own make-
up concoctions in the kitchen, 
smashing up bronzers, eyeshad-
ows and lipsticks hoping to make 
my own special product,” he said.

With his love for makeup, 
Dishinger dreamed of transform-
ing his kitchen-made “makeup 
concoctions” to a real-life cosmet-
ics line, which he did with the 
creation of “Formula Z Cosmetics.” 
He wanted to create his own cos-
metics line because he felt there 
was a lack of originality in the                  
makeup industry. 

“Scrolling through social me-
dia these days, options tend to be 
homogeneous when it comes to 
new products and makeup looks,” 
he said. Because of this, Dishinger 
is striving to make Formula Z      

different than every other cos-
metics line. “I am motivated to 
bring a sense of self and unique-
ness to the makeup world with 
my daring aspirations and wide 
range of products,” he said. 

 Although the dream of For-
mula Z Cosmetics was created 
when he was much younger, the 
actual production of his cosmet-
ics line started two years ago. 
Dishinger, along with his parents, 
started to work with professionals 
in a lab to create the formulas for 
the makeup. 

They watched the produc-
tion of the makeup to make sure 
the makeup was being made ac-
cording to “Formula Z Cosmet-
ics” standards. Once the lab got 
colors and textures right, the lab 
was able to start producing the 
makeup on a large scale. 

Dishinger and his parents fill 
the orders themselves and use E-
Commerce to ship the makeup to 
the customers. 

Dishinger explained that his 
parents are, without a doubt, his 
number one supporters. “My par-
ents have been there with me 

Elysa Goldberg | Centerspread Editor
pl206382@ahschool.com 

Zachary Dishinger creates Formula Z Cosmetics

played lacrosse from eighth to 
10th grade and recently ad-

opted a new hobby of 
performing magic tricks. 
Finding a pack of cards 
and succumbing to bore-
dom inspired him to 
begin practicing shuf-
fling techniques and               
magic tricks.

Next school year, 
Jaen will be at-

tending Florida 
State Univer-

sity (FSU), 
where he 

hopes to 
m a j o r 

in ex-
e r c i s e 

science and nu-
trition in pursuit of his                            
dream career.

“I want to be a strength and 
conditioning coach for a football 
team,” he said, noting that this 
position pays well and will allow 
him to train athletes and be active 
every day, which is particularly 
important to Jaen because he 
does not want to spend his days                    
in a  cubicle.

After spending 13 years in one 
place, Jaen has left his mark on 
Heritage and is ready to move on 
to the next phase of his life where 
he will continue pursuing his pas-
sions and creating his story. 

since day one and continue to be, 
even when working with such a 
perfectionist like me. They help 
guide me when it comes to my 
‘out there’ ideas and bring them 
back from cloud nine,” he said. 

Dishinger usually helps his 
parents with the brand after 
school and during the weekends. 
He would love to still be involved 
with theater, but makeup and 

Formula Z consume most of his 
free time. Dishinger hopes the 
brand sells well and becomes the 
next big cosmetics line. 

Soon, Formula Z Cosmetics 
will be launching six shades of 
matte liquid lipstick in its “Forever 
Lips” collection. Visit www.formu-
lazcosmetics to check out some 
of the  other products.

(Photo submitted by Daniel Jaen)
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Homelessness outside our brick walls
Many of us come from incred-

ibly privileged backgrounds. We 
pay to go to an elite, private high 
school, travel across the country 
on school trips and don’t think 
twice before inserting a dollar 
into the vending machines on 
campus. But at the end of every 
day, we drive past two intersec-
tions just feet away from campus 
and are confronted by homeless 
individuals, who we often ignore 
as we drive away to the safety 
and comfort of our homes.

On any given night, ap-
proximately 643,067 people are 
homeless across the country, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD). Many of these indi-
viduals, living in shelters or under 
bridges, are victims of domestic 
violence, veterans or suffer from 
mental illness. There is a stigma 
around the homeless — they are 
dirty, alcoholics, drug addicts, 
thieves. They must have brought 
this upon themselves. They are 
not worthy of our sympathy. 

These accusations, however, 
arise only because we see this 
population in need as faceless. 
They are an unknown. It is time 
we put a face to the issue, and 
not only recognize our own privi-
lege, but use it to help those less 
fortunate. That is where Eddie 
and Frank come in. 

On the intersection of Fla-
mingo Road and Broward Bou-
levard, just yards away from our 
bell tower, I met two homeless 
individuals. While Eddie and 
Frank chose not to disclose their 
last names, they did wish to share 
their stories. 

Both men grew up in the 
area, attending high school and 
dreaming about their future just 
like many of us do today. Eddie 
attended Western High School, 
while Frank went to Cooper City 
High School.

“We pretty much stayed 
around here because we know 
a lot of people, and sometimes 
they help us out. It’s been rough 
lately,” Eddie said. “My mom 
passed away a couple years 
ago, and my dad is in a nursing 
home. I don’t have any brothers                   
or anything.”

A lack of familial support 
seems to play a prominent role 
in each of their lives, but they 
both had ambitions despite this. 
“I came from a broken family. 
I grew up in chaos,” Frank said. 
“My dad was a truck driver so 
I thought I would be one, too, 
but that didn’t really work out 
for me.” Frank worked as an air 
conditioning technician before                           
becoming homeless.

Eddie, who lost his job work-
ing in computer graphics seven 
months ago, hoped to pursue 
the sciences. 

“I really wanted to be some-
thing to do with science or as-
tronomy. Those were the two 
things I loved. I don’t know, may-
be a botanist. I loved that stuff… 
I guess I just lost my dreams. Ev-
erything fell out from under me 
all of a sudden,” he said.

While we are lucky enough to 
have parents willing to send us to 
a college prepatory school, Eddie 
never received the guidance we 
take for granted.  “I didn’t have 
any good role models. My par-
ents never sat me down and said, 
‘This is the path you need to take.’ 
I thought I would just find my 
way, but that didn’t happen.”

Cities are increasingly making 
homelessness a crime. A 2014 
survey conducted by the Na-
tional Law Center on Homeless-
ness and Poverty (NLCHP) found 
that 24 percent of cities make 
it a city-wide crime to beg in 
public, 33 percent make it illegal 
to stand around or loiter any-
place in the city and 18 percent 
make it a crime to sleep any-
where in public. 

At the same time, federal 
budget cuts have led to the loss 
of 10,000 units of subsidized 
low-income housing every year. 
One-eighth of the nation’s sup-
ply of low-income housing has 

pl219691@ahschool.com
Lauren Hutton | Co-Editor-in-Chief

TOP: Frank (left) and Eddie take a break from panhandling to rest together on the side of West Broward Boulevard. The friends often work together and split their food and earnings to make life bearable. “Go out and get 
a job and see how hard it is to make money. Learn the value of one dollar,” Frank advises. BOTTOM LEFT: The men use the space underneath a bridge, less than a quarter mile from campus, as a shelter from the elements 
each night. BOTTOM RIGHT: Frank panhandles on Flamingo Road right next to Heritage. (Photos/Lauren Hutton)

been permanently lost since 
2001, meaning the U.S. needs 
at least 7 million more afford-
able apartments for low-income 
families. Even for individuals 
with jobs, paying rent can be                                        
a challenging feat.  

Eddie and Frank feel that peo-
ple do not know that homeless-
ness could happen to anyone. “I 
didn’t think this would happen. 
You see it, but you never think 
it could happen to you. But it 
does,” Eddie said. Some of the in-
dividuals who help the men out 
have been wealthy when they 
lost their companies and almost 
become homeless themselves. 
“They actually help us out quite 
a bit, because they understand,”                   
Eddie said. 

“A lot of our contributions 
come from people like that. They 
understand what the struggle is 
like,” Frank added.

The day-to-day life of be-
ing homeless is not a pleasant 
one. It revolves around sleep-

ing uncomfortably, begging for 
money and trying to find a way 
out. For these two men, life is 
only made bearable through                                              
their friendship.

“We’re like brothers out here 
on the streets. We look out for 
each other — if we didn’t have 
each other as friends or brothers, 
we probably wouldn’t make it. It’s 
hard, it really is,” Frank said. 

Eddie agreed. “He’s my only 
brother… If it wasn’t for him I 
would be nowhere.”

We typically don’t see this 
side of the homeless; a side that 
is charismatic, polite and values 
friendship, a side that is in every 
way deserving of our help. You 
may choose not to donate for 
fear of the money being spent 
on alcohol or similar substances, 
but even if this is the worst case 
scenario, you are providing relief. 

For someone whose life of-
ten revolves around impossible 
wants, pain, unhappiness and 
incredible loneliness, the choice 

to escape for just a moment can-
not be held against someone. 
The Pope spoke on this issue to 
Scarp de’Tenis magazine, say-
ing “if a glass of wine is the only 
happiness he has in life, that’s OK. 
Instead ask yourself what do you 
do on the sly? What ‘happiness’ 
do you seek in secret?”

Ultimately, homelessness is 
not something that only affects 
other people. It can affect people 
like Eddie and Frank. It can affect 
women and children who cannot 
afford rent. It can affect us.

“It could happen to you. God 
forbid, you know, but it could 
happen to anybody,” Frank said. 

It is only through accepting 
this that we can recognize our 
privilege and work to correct it, 
by giving, volunteering or sim-
ply understanding. The next 
time you drive home, consider 
rolling down your window and 
donating a dollar. Who knows, 
you might just make Frank or               
Eddie’s day.

grandpapa
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Students use stickers to express themselves

“The stickers on my laptop might look convoluted to 
some, but I really think they let my eccentric and quirky 
personality shine through. From designs on photography 
to feminism to Japan, each sticker represents something 
I’m utterly passionate about, no matter how nerdy or odd 
they may be.”

Senior Ana 
Escalante

“My laptop stickers are great conversation starters. 
People can know that I'm a feminist or that I'm a Star 
Wars fan or that I listen to classic rock just by looking 
at my computer. My favorite one is probably ‘The Bee 
Movie’ one because I get the best reactions from it.” 

Sophomore Dalya Ackerman

“The Donald Trump sticker is the most important one to me. I sup-
ported Trump through his entire campaign, until the end where I sim-
ply couldn’t get behind his ideals anymore. The ‘Grab Her’ tapes were 
the final straw for me. This photo pictures him with his small hands, 
showing that we can still poke fun at politicians and serious issues that 
plague our country. The Thrasher sticker is just because the clothing 
with their logo on it is in Vogue Magazine right now. The other two 
are simply generational humor. I’m waiting for my Supreme sticker to 
come in the mail, which I saved a space for on the bottom. The brand 
has a special place in my heart from back when I only wore streetwear.”

Senior Robert Lucas

Though many musical suc-
cess stories describe people 
who began pursuing music very 
young, sophomore Eduardo Gi-
ralt had his beginning at age 13, 
later than many people would 
imagine. Though he received 
his first starter guitar in fourth 
grade, his passion for music 
didn’t ignite until much later.

“It was one of those begin-
ner kits with a jet black First Act 
guitar,” Giralt said. “There it lay 
for years, forgotten in my closet 

almost as quickly as I got it in              
fourth grade.” 

    Three years later, music re-
entered Giralt’s life in the form 
of a heavy metal band called 
Avenged Sevenfold.

“For a kid who’d never heard 
anything besides Latin pop ra-
dio and his sister’s Fall Out Boy 
MP3s, it was pretty mind blow-
ing,” he said. 

In the wake of this revitalizing 
experience, Giralt acquired a real 
guitar halfway through eighth 
grade, describing it as a “bright, 
cherry red ESP.” Upon receiving 
it, he rarely put the guitar down.  

While balancing schoolwork 
and other commitments, he 
makes an effort to practice at 
least an hour every day in ad-
dition to     taking Guitar 5 
Honors at school.

Giralt began 
singing at 
the start of 
the 2016-17 
school year.

“I started 
singing se-
r i o u s l y… 
when I 
heard [the 
a l b u m ] 

Blurryface for the first 
time, because it was right 
in my range,” he said. 
“However, I try to emulate 
an early ’90s Tom Yorke as 

much          as possible.”
Giralt show-

cased his sing-

ing prowess 
at the Open 

Mic Night host-
ed by the English 

Honor Society and 

Sophomore embraces the guitar

For three Heritage students, school uniforms are not limits to freedom of expression. For students who

Amber Bhutta | Business Manager
pl208261@ahschool.com

For a movie titled “The Great 
Wall,” one might envision a har-
rowing tale of Chinese warriors 
defending Chinese land,the 
keyword being “Chinese.” One 
glance at the movie’s poster, 
however, tells a story of a differ-
ent wall, not in China. 

Matt Damon, the only billed 
actor and the only one plas-
tered across “The Great Wall’s” 
advertisements, represents this 
wall. To clarify, he represents the 
imaginary wall that bars Holly-
wood executives from casting 
a Chinese lead in a movie set in 

the Chinese Song Dynasty.    As 
an excuse, some Hollywood pro-
ducers abide by the myth that 
films with white actors cast as 
lead roles guarantee more box 
office success. 

However, as exemplified 
by movies that didn’t gross 
as high such as “Pan” (where 
Rooney Mara played the Native 
American Tiger Lily) and “Aloha” 
(where Emma Stone played a 
half-Asian character Ng), this is 
not always the case. In contrast, 
movies brimming with diver-
sity, such as “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” and “Furious 7,” box 
office results were considerably                            
more successful.

“Money is the lamest excuse,” 
Taiwanese-American actress 
Constance Wu said in an inter-
view with “The Atlantic.” “So 
is blaming Chinese investors, 
[whose] choices can be based 
on unconscious bias, too.”

“The Great Wall” isn’t the only 
movie guilty of whitewashing 
lead roles. The movie “Gods of 
Egypt” cast the likes of Gerard 
Butler and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 
as Egyptian gods. Tilda Swinton 
played the Ancient One, a Ti-
betan priest, in “Doctor Strange.” 
These examples, among many 
others, have a common denomi-
nator: a white person taking the 
role of someone from another 

culture, creating the misconcep-
tion that other cultures need 
white people to save them.

“We have to stop perpetuat-
ing the racist myth that only a 

Whitewashing and the ‘Great Wall’ of Hollywood
white man can save the world,” 
Wu said. “We don’t need salva-
tion. We like our color and our 
culture and our own strengths 
and our own stories.”

Amber Bhutta | Business Manager
pl208261@ahschool.com

(Photo/Angela Lin)

(Photo/Robert Lucas)

choose to bring their personal laptops to school, the silver sheen of a Macbook is covered in stickers.

Dead Poets’ Society, the Fine 
Arts Festival and at the Heritage 
student talent show.

“For me, it’s about the escap-
ism. It’s about plugging in head-
phones and being taken to an-
other world,” Giralt said. “I dream 
[music]. I’ll probably study some 
in college, and maybe I’ll write 
an album.”

In the future, Giralt plans to 
continue practicing music and 
make a name for his new band 
GT with sophomores Maxwell 
Mahan, Thoman Lovegren, Ian 
Laor and Jorge Rivera.

(Photo/Angela Lin)

(Photo/Angela Lin)
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Throughout President Don-
ald Trump’s campaign, using 
comedy, from imitating those 
who annoyed him to calling his 
political opponents ridiculous 
names, was one of his major 
strategies in appealing to his 
voters and rallying support. 

However, the very tools 
that propelled Trump to the 
presidency are now being used 
against him by the media, his 
self-declared enemy. 

The country is the most di-
vided it has been in the recent 
past, and as America moves 
forward, comedy may become 
a sort of coping mechanism for 
those who oppose Trump. 

For every controversial 
policy he pursues, there’s an 
almost immediate reaction                      
from comedians. 

After the allegations con-
necting Trump’s campaign to 
Russia, John Oliver released 
an entire segment discussing           
the events. 

Similarly, Stephen Colbert 
regularly ridicules Trump’s 
tweets and statements, earn-
ing approval from some and 
facing hatred from others.

In general, the role of 
comedians is limited in                                      
impacting politics. 

Viewers tend to stick with 
entertainers who share their 
political viewpoint, which con-
firms their existing opinions 
rather than influencing them. 

When it came to Trump’s 
executive order banning im-
migration from several coun-
tries, many liberal comedians 
attacked it while many conser-
vative comedians supported it. 

However, in some cases, 
comedy does have the power 
to actually influence politics. 

After Kellyanne Conway 
first used the term “alterna-
tive facts,” figures such as Ellen 
DeGeneres and Jimmy Fallon 
began making fun of Trump’s 
administration for its apparent 
separation from reality. 

These comedians seem to 
have taken advantage of their 
platform, adding to the voices 
of domestic and international 
organizations and pressur-
ing his supporters to call for           
more honesty. 

If this continues, it sug-
gests comedy can play a role in 
shaping public perception and 
making the government more 
accountable to the people. 

This process is also provid-
ing relief for those dissatisfied 
with the current state of poli-
tics. Regardless of how we feel 
about the president, comedy 
will certainly help us through 
these divisive times.

BY ZIHAN KABIR
    Comedy and Trump

The Shuffle

Senior Jaime Ostrow is a per-
forming artist with an affinity 
for dance and expressing her-
self on stage, but she is also a vi-
sual artist, capturing moments 
from behind the lens of her 
camera. While dance and pho-
tography are distinct passions, 
Ostrow merges these interests 
by photographing dancers — 
she has even done an underwa-
ter photo shoot of dancers from               
her studio.

Ever since enrolling in ballet 
classes when she was 3 years 
old, Ostrow has had a passion 
for dance. 

As a member of Dance Com-
pany, a Patriot Dancer, the trea-
surer of Dance Ensemble and 
a senior company member at 
Performance Edge Dance Stu-
dio and Meg Segreto’s Dance 
Centre, Ostrow has participated 
in countless shows, and as a 
result, has worn a wide variety                    
of costumes.

“I have every single costume 
I have ever worn since I was 
3 years old. I also number all 
the pointe shoes I have worn 
and write the year, show, in-
tensive or month I wore them 
for,” Ostrow said. Intensives 
are extended programs for ad-
vanced dancers, and Ostrow has             

participated in the Joffrey Bal-
let School, Rockette Summer 
Intensive and Step It Up Dance                                               
Intensive, among others.

When she isn’t performing 
onstage, Ostrow is photograph-
ing behind the camera. Her in-
terest in photography began in 
middle school, and presently, 
she takes photography classes 
at Heritage, is a member of the 
National Art Honor Society and 
enters her work in competitions 
and exhibitions. 

Recently, she won a Gold 
Key in the Scholastics Art and 
Writing Competition for her                   
senior portfolio.

“Learning how to work in a 
darkroom and develop an im-
age from start to finish changed 
and advanced my work,”                          
Ostrow said. 

Recently, Ostrow began 
taking photos of dancers, an               

Lauren Quintela | Co-Editor-in-Chief
pl211422@ahschool.com

activity that allows her to merge 
her love for performing and                   
visual arts. 

“I began private photoshoot 
sessions shortly after I created 
my website. My studio has 
helped me begin this endeavor 
by allowing me to shoot in the 
younger girls’ classes and re-
hearsals,” Ostrow said.

In order to display her work, 
Ostrow created an Instagram,       
@jostrowphotography, to show-
case her work and advertise her 
website, jostrowphotography.
wix.com/photo. Ostrow said 
because she understands what 
it feels like to be on the other 
side of the camera, she can con-
nect with the dancers she is 
photographing to achieve the              
best results. 

“My most memorable pho-
toshoot was an underwater 
dance shoot. This past summer, 

I was photographed underwa-
ter. I was amazed when I saw 
the prints and decided to try it 
myself.   When I got home, I took 
a couple girls from my studio 
into the pool and began shoot-
ing, just as I did in California,”              
Ostrow said. 

“It is difficult to work un-
derwater… [but] the images 
are so unique, and the experi-
ence of working underwater                         
was memorable.” 

While Ostrow remains un-
decided about her career path, 
she said both photography and 
dance will always be a part of 
her life.

“Both dance and photogra-
phy are ways of expression. They 
allow you to share your creativ-
ity and tell a story without say-
ing a word. Dance and photog-
raphy are escapes from reality,” 
she said.

Ostrow creates art on stage, behind lens

“Backstage Ballerina” (Photos/Jaime Ostrow)

Obscura: Feeling the ‘Illinoise’

Shortened from its full title 
— “Sufjan Stevens Invites You To: 
Come On Feel the Illinoise” — “Il-
linois” is a concept album explor-
ing the history and mythology 
of America’s 21st state, drawing 
on the approach of his 2003 ju-
nior release “Michigan.” 

Stevens approached the 
source material with earnest 
dedication, delving into the an-
nals of the eponymous state’s 
history to produce what he felt 
would be an accurate artis-
tic representation of historical 
events. His research efforts and 
ultimate series of recording ses-
sions in New York City would 
span an entire year. 

Though “Illinois” was released 
on Independence Day, 2005, 
later sessions bore material that 
would be included on its 2006 
follow-up, “The Avalanche.”

Explorative of numerous 
musical genres — from indie 
folk to rock to pop to lo-fi — 
the album is demonstrative of 
Stevens’ prodigious narrative 
skill and intricate knowledge of                           
classical composition. 

While many of the songs on 
“Illinois” do examine the histo-
ries of notable persons and cit-
ies, Stevens extensively explores 
his personal life through semi-
autobiographical narratives and 
allusions to his Christian beliefs. 
While “Come On! Feel the Illi-
noise!” recounts the events of 
the 1893 World’s Columbian Ex-
position in a grandiose, baroque 
style, “Casimir Pulaski Day” in-
terweaves a personal account 

Alec Chao | Staff Writer
pl224451@ahschool.com

of the death of a girlfriend to          
cancer on the titular holiday 
with a style more evocative of 
folk music. 

The stories which Stevens 
recounts vary greatly by his-
torical period, yet their one 
commonality is their repre-
sentation of the human condi-
tion. Of note is the fourth track 
“John Wayne Gacy, Jr.,” a song 
relating to the 1970s-era serial 
killer of the same name; the 
narrator’s inward focus toward 
its end is a commentary on hu-
manity as a whole; “The Man of 
Metropolis Steals Our Hearts” 
expresses a desire to return to 
idealism, noting that as a soci-
ety we are full of love for one 
another — we simply need to 
show it. 

Ultimately, “Illinois” en-
capsulates far more than the          
state itself. 

As a whole, it is a love let-
ter to American culture, ad-
mirative of this country’s rich 
history and its beautiful albeit                             
imperfect society. 

Stevens’ choice of state is 
perhaps less personal than 
one would immediately as-
sume; despite growing up in 
the state of Michigan to the 
north, he relates very few per-
sonal experiences in Illinois 
itself, instead co-opting loca-
tions in the latter state to relate 
accounts from   his childhood. 

However, it is not a choice 
without reasoning: Illinois, as 
a microcosm of the whole of 
America, embodies the coun-
try’s charm with its resonant 
history and culture.

“Juliana” 

JH play proves bewitching

American Heritage Cen-
ter of the Arts’ Blackbox The-
ater was transformed into the 
woods of New England during 
the Puritan era of America with 
its junior high performance of 
“Afflicted: Daughters of Salem”                           
from March 9-11. 

In one act, the play tells the 
backstory of the six girls who 
become involved in the Sa-
lem Witch Trials. The play also 
reveals the reasons why the 
girls accused their friends and 
neighbors of the unlawful acts                    
of witchcraft. 

The play began with Tituba 
(played by Tyra Wilkerson), Ann 
Putman (played by Jessi Ka-
plan), Mercy Lewis (played by 
Sarah Franzblau), Abigail Wil-
liams (played by Madison Win-
kler) and Mary Warren (played 
by Sophia Hai) dancing around 
a fire and conjuring spirits. Each 
meeting, the girls take an oath 
promising that they will keep 
each other’s secrets and stick 
together no matter what oc-
curs. However, with Warren’s 

Elysa Goldberg | Centerspread Editor
pl206382@ahschool.com

strong religious beliefs, Lewis’ 
past encounter with the devil 
and the untrustworthiness of 
Betty Parris (played by Juliette 
Zamora), their secrets can (and                         
will) be unveiled. 

My favorite part of the show 
was at the very end and in-
volved something I had never 
seen before in a play. Just when 
the audience thought the play 
was over, Tituba warned the 
audience that the show was 
not over. The remaining five 
girls froze in their place while 
Tituba spoke to the audience 
about why the girls would dare 
to blame others. Then, one girl 
at a time, gave her input as to 
why they had to accuse others 
to save themselves, revealing 
the history behind the Salem 
Witch Trials. Tituba took com-
ments from the audience about 
why they felt humans point fin-
gers at others and asked if they 
should ever be forgiven.

“Afflicted: Daughters of Sa-
lem” was another entertaining 
show at Heritage that opened 
my eyes and left me thinking.
even after the curtains closed. 
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Blake Ramirez: The fake student with followers

Blake Ramirez, who recently 
moved from Georgia to Florida, 
is an avid photographer and a 
new student at Heritage — or 
so we wanted students to think. 
In reality, Blake Ramirez does               
not exist.

Two years ago, for our Janu-
ary 2015 issue of “The Post,” our 
staff created a Facebook page 
for a fake student named Cory 
Ramirez, sent friend requests to 
numerous students and tracked 
how many students accepted 
the friend request. We wanted 
to show that while we have an 
illusion of privacy, many of us 
have become too comfortable 
and will accept friend requests 
from individuals we don’t know 
simply because we share mutual 
friends. Much to our staff’s sur-
prise (and amusement), some 
students even wished Cory a 
happy birthday in 2015 and 
2016, after we revealed the truth 
that Cory is a fictitious person. 

This year, we wanted to de-
termine how many students 
with private Instagram accounts 
would accept Blake’s (Cory’s 
“younger brother’s”) follow re-
quest and how many students 
would go so far as to follow him 
back. After finding a profile pic-
ture for Blake (a black-and-white 
photo of a boy on the beach), 
creating a biography complete 
with a fake Snapchat username 
and the acronym “AHS,” follow-
ing Blake on our personal Insta-
gram accounts so he would have 
a small following and posting a 
photo of a dog captioned “the 
latest member of the Ramirez 
family,” we were ready to begin.

We followed 102 randomly 
selected high school students, 
and over the course of four days, 
we recorded how many students 

accepted Blake’s follow request. 
Of the students we requested, 
70 accepted within the time 
frame, while the remaining 32 
neither accepted nor blocked 
Blake, which means that nearly 
70 percent of students allowed 
Blake to view their photos. Ad-
ditionally, 34.3 percent of stu-
dents requested to follow back 
Blake (he, too, had his account 
set      on private). 

Despite the somewhat 
sketchy aspects of Blake 
Ramirez’s profile (we had 
only posted one photo on his               

account, and his profile photo 
contained faint traces of a wa-
termark, suggesting that it came 
straight from the Internet), a ma-
jority of students allowed him   
to follow. 

“I let Blake follow me be-
cause he had ‘AHS’ in his bio and 
because people I knew were 
following him already. Also, his 
profile looked pretty genuine. 
His bio had his Snapchat user-
name in it, along with a hobby, 
photographer. A lot of the time, 
teens have this kind of informa-
tion in their bios,” sophomore 

Sofia Godoy, who requested to 
follow Blake, said. 

While some students care lit-
tle about who has access to their 
photos, for those who say they 
do not want strangers following 
their accounts, our “experiment” 
suggests an unsettling truth: 
social media blurs the line be-
tween reality and fiction. 

Anyone with a rudimentary 
understanding of Instagram can 
create a fake profile and pose as 
a high school student, and most 
students won’t think twice be-
fore accepting requests.

Blake may not be real, but we 
can learn a a lot from him. 

“I need to rethink my entire 
life… Everyone I’ve ever ac-
cepted to follow me might be 
fake,” senior Meghana Dhumpa         
said, laughing.

“I’m surprised how easy it 
was for me to be fooled. I don’t 
really read into it too much 
when I glance at their bio. Peo-
ple with bad intentions could 
do the same thing, and it’s eye 
opening how easily they could 
do that,” sophomore Olivia   
Lloyd said.    

How well do you really know your followers? The Patriot Post created a fake Instagram profile for 
an imaginary student named Blake Ramirez to find out how many would accept follow requests.

(Infographic/Lauren Quintela)

Musical talent is in no short 
order at Heritage, but few stu-
dents dedicate as much time 
to music as eighth grader Ja-
cob Thornton. A guitar prodigy, 
Thornton often books profes-
sional gigs at parties, clubs and 
even music festivals.

When he was 9 years old, 
Thornton picked up a guitar for 
the first time and hasn’t put it 
down since. 

At 12, he began singing to ac-
company his guitar playing, and 
he can also rock it on the drums 
and the harmonica (he knows 
a bit of bass, too). He loves to 
play rock’n’roll and the blues, 
Stevie Ray Vaughan being his                       
favorite artist. 

He wanted to go profes-
sional with his music and cre-
ated a Facebook page for his 
videos. One video, shared by a 

classic rock page with many fol-
lowers, garnered more 
than 250,000 views. 
The page that shared 
the video inspired 
Thornton to create 
his own profes-
sional website. 
For about a year 
and a half now, 
he has been 
performing pro-
fessionally at 
parties, clubs 
and music fes-
tivals, booking 
gigs through 
the talent agen-
cy “Imagine 
That Entertain-
ment” and work-
ing with event                                
coordinators.

In January, 
Thornton was invited 
to the annual National 
Association of Music Merchants                        

(NAMM) convention in Los An-
geles, where he met musicians 
and producers and other young 

players like himself. At NAMM, 
he spoke with an artist rela-
tions representative from Er-
nie Ball Music Man instrument 
manufacturers and was offi-
cially endorsed by the com-
pany. “Being an endorsed 
artist is such an honor. 
I can’t wait to go [to 

NAMM] again next year,” 
Thornton said.

Thornton is also a part 
of the Brotherhood of 

the Guitar, an international 
group of young musical prod-
igies founded by rock pho-
tographer Robert M. Knight, 
whom the eighth grader met 
at the NAMM conference.

In order to further advance 
his career, Thornton composes 
music as well and is working 

with Matt Kramer, former lead 
singer of ‘90s metal band Saigon 

Kick, on a debut album set to    
release this spring. The young 
virtuoso writes all the rhythms 
and melodies himself, and 

Kramer, his 
vocal coach, 

helps him 
with lyrics.

“ C o m -
posing a 
piece of 

music 
is very 

weird. It 
just happens 

naturally. If I try 
t o sit down and write, 
that almost never works. But, 
I’ll be on the couch strumming 

Junior high guitar legend makes it big
Andrew Kolondra Jr. | Co-Assistant Editor
pl183941@ahschool.com

my guitar, and I begin to play a 
chord progression I really like. Or 
I’ll just wake up with lyrics in my 
head. To be honest, I can’t really 
describe how I write,” Thornton 
said of the process of writing 
his songs. Anyone who attend-
ed the student talent show in 
February got a sneak peek of a 
work-in-progress — the second 
song Thornton played, “Ditch 

This Town,” will be part of his 
seven-song album.

“Music means everything 
to me – I eat, sleep, drink 

and bleed it. I couldn’t imag-
ine myself doing any- thing 
besides this,” Thornton s a i d . 
His advice to aspiring musicians 
is to “never stop. Keep practicing 
no matter what – it will pay off.”

Check out Thornton’s mu-
sic online at jacobreese.rocks, 
on Facebook @jacobrees-
ethornton and on YouTube at                                  
Gratuitous Noise.

(Photos submitted by Jacob Thorton)
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CRUSH IT: Freshman utility player Kelly Torres swings at a pitch in a 15-0 win against Stranahan March 13. Torres logged 
three hits in three at-bats with two runs batted in and a run in the rout of the Mighty Dragons. The game was the first win 
of a three-game win streak for the Patriots. (Photo/Savanna Yancey)

Kevin Pollack | Co-Sports Editor
pl193782@ahschool.com

The Golden State Warriors 
are easily one of the most 
popular teams in the National 
Basketball Association. What’s 
not to love about a fast-paced 
team with three-point shoot-
ers and the biggest person-
alities in the league? Easy:        
Draymond Green.

Green, a fifth-year forward 
from Michigan State, has made 
waves since his first season as 
one of the most impressive 
players in the league. The two-
time All-Star and NBA champi-
on has also drawn criticism for 
his temper, which has resulted 
in multiple flagrant foul calls 
against him.

The most famous example 
of Green’s display of anger is 
his kick to the groin of Okla-
homa City Thunder center Ste-
ven Adams. The blow led to a 
suspension for Green. He has 
also exploded on the bench 
to teammates and screamed 
at referees, all of which have 
negatively contributed to                
his image.

While the games are meant 
to be competitive, Green’s lack 
of respect for his opponents 
has completely turned me off 
from the Warriors. His attitude 
on the court resembles that 
of a toddler who doesn’t get 
his way, and watching such 
a childish player is never fun. 
Sportsmanship and keeping 
one’s poise are instrumental in 
any sports game.

The same goes for Duke 
guard Grayson Allen, who is 
undoubtedly one of the best 
college players in the nation. 
However, his actions on the 
court may even be considered 
worse than Green’s.

Allen has been involved in 
multiple tripping incidents, 
which have shown his lack of 
composure on the court. He 
also elbowed an opponent 
and flopped in a span of just a 
few seconds. When Duke lost 
to South Carolina in a huge 
upset during March Madness, 
I couldn’t help but feel a sense 
of justice for Allen and his 
childish antics.

Such a lack of sportsman-
ship is not limited to basket-
ball, though. Tantrums in any 
sport take away from the in-
tegrity of the game. Whether it 
is Amar’e Stoudemire assault-
ing a fire hydrant, Carlos Zam-
brano dismantling a Gatorade 
jug in a dugout or any other 
tirade, these demonstrations 
are detrimental to the games.

It’s players like Green, Allen 
and many others that make 
sports so difficult to enjoy. A 
lack of sportsmanship shows 
a lack of respect for the game, 
and it is bothersome to see 
some of the brightest players 
in the nation act this way.

Softball sluggers contend for state title

After winning the state 
championship last season, the 
varsity softball team knew it 
could compete with the best 
of the best and would settle 
for nothing less than another 
ring. Their first games this sea-
son show that the girls are on 
their way to more hardware.

The first two games of the 
season were some of the most 
dominant. The girls defeated Co-
conut Creek 15-0 after scoring 
10 runs in the first inning, and 
the second game of the season 
resulted in a 13-0 win against 
American Heritage Delray. Se-
nior Maya Rodriguez impressed 
with three hits in three plate 
appearances, three RBIs and 
two runs against the Stallions.

The girls continued their win 
streak with four more wins: 3-1 
against Westminster Christian, 
15-0 against Archbishop Mc-
Carthy, 3-1 against St. Thomas 
Aquinas and 7-4 against Coo-
per City. The girls batted .773 
as a team in the three-inning 
game against Archbishop.

The game against Cooper 
City was the most exciting of the 
schedule thus far. The Patriots 
led 4-1 going into the sixth and 
final inning, but the Cowboys 
scored three in the top of the 
inning to tie the game. In heroic 
fashion, the Patriots scored three 
in the bottom to win one of the 
closest games of the season.

The win streak 
came to a halt with a 
3-1 loss against Palm 
Beach Gardens. The 
girls managed only 
three hits in 24 at-
bats and committed 
four errors, but they 
still stayed in the 
game until the last 
whistle was blown.

The girls bounced 
back to prove they 
are still contend-
ers March 13 with 
a strong 15-0 win 
against Stranahan. 
The Patriots scored 
14 runs in the first 
two innings of the 
three-inning game 
thanks to 3 RBIs 
from freshman Sara 
Soterakis and se-
nior Ahnie Jumper, 
who also tripled.

The girls lost just 
their second game 
of the season to 
Coral Springs Char-
ter 5-0 March 18 
but bounced back 
just four days later 
with a 10-0 win 
against Cypress Bay.

The Patriots start 
the postseason af-
ter their last regular 
season game April 
20 against Wel-
lington with the 
hopes of reaching 
state once again.

GATHER ‘ROUND: The Patriots gather at the mound after a strikeout against St. Thomas in a 3-1 win. Senior Olivia             
Saviskas pitched seven innings in the win, striking out seven and allowing one earned run. (Photo/Savanna Yancey)

    The Tenth Yard
BY KEVIN POLLACK

Temper tantrums don’t 
belong in sports
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